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Let Us Pray 


O LORD our God, Who dost command the light to 
shine out of darkness, we thank Thee that we may 
be children of the light and of the day. We pray 
Thee that we may live as those on whom the light 
hath shone, in love of Thee and charity toward our 
fellowmen. Remember, O Lord, according to the 
multitude of Thy mercies, Thy whole Church in this 
land and over the seas. Especially do we pray for 
our brethren who stand in need of Thy grace and 
succor. Pour out the riches of Thy mercy on all 
missions and their people in foreign lands, and let 
them not be destitute of Thy comfort. Let Thy 
mercy be upon all refugees, exiled from their home 
and their loved ones by the exigencies of war. En- 
large our charity toward all who suffer in these 
times, and forbid that we should withhold from 
them the means of sustenance and the bread of 
courage. Put into the Church’s heart a new and 
great solicitude for the needy, and the unceasing 
prayer that this war and all wars shall cease, and 
peace may come on earth to last, and Thy sun shed 
its light on a holy brotherhood of the peoples of the 
earth: through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. 
Amen. —J. Henry Harms. 
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Your Gifts Will Fulfill Their Purpose 


By the Rev. Paul C. Empie, Assistant Director, Lutheran 
World Action 


“How much of the money that we 
give will actually reach the: mission 
fields?” is a question frequently asked. 
‘Ts there a large percentage going for 
the cost of the campaign?” 

To this last question we answer an 
emphatic, “No!” Practically all the 
money given will be available for sav- 
ing these missions. Nearly all of the 
expense involved is connected with the 
printing and mailing of about four mil- 
lion pieces of literature to ten thou- 
sand congregations and their pastors. 
This is necessary and unavoidable, and 
may be regarded in the light of an in- 
vestment. It requires. an office force, 
which must be paid. The remainder of 
the expense is caused by the activities 
of the regional directors and general 
directors. This is remarkably small. 
Only the cost of postage and necessary 
traveling is included. No one gets a 
cent for his time. No salaries are paid 
to anyone. 

In fact, these men use many devices 
to keep the cost down. One has a mem- 
ber who is a traveling shoe salesman 
and rides with him wherever possible 
at his company’s expense. Another is 
the officer of a society for which he 
must travel, and divides the expense 
proportionately. Others to our knowl- 
edge have paid their expenses out of 
their own pockets, refusing to send in 
a bill. 

We cannot tell the full story until it 
is all over. But we can say with a fair 
degree of assurance if we reach and 
pass our goal of $500,000, it is likely 
that the expense will run less than three 
per cent! which ought to suit anybody! 


Why Can’t We All Catch This 
Spirit P 

Speaking of these regional directors, 
why shouldn’t every Lutheran pastor 
display the same zeal and enthusiasm 
as they? Their appointed tasks require 
much sacrifice on their part; yet the 
same Christian constraint which falls 
upon them, falls upon us all! 

One. director, whose church isn’t es- 
pecially large, writes that’ his Sunday 


school has already raised $200 toward 
the congregation’s offering. His vision 
and inspirational leadership, followed 
by other pastors, can and should bring 
the same results in all Sunday schools. 

Another director has told his congre- 
gation that their goal shall be a dollar 
a member. They are wholeheartedly 
with him in the determination to “go 
over the top.” 

Still another director has urged his 
synod to contribute $1,000 from one of 
its funds. At this time, this suggestion 
seems likely to be accepted. 

From the West Coast, 
writes: “I have just returned from a 
900-mile trip. Every congregation in 
my territory, save three, has now been 
personally interviewed by myself... . 
This personal contact has given me an 
opportunity to sit down with the pastor 
in his study and lay this matter upon 
his heart. Without exception each and 
every church Has committed itself to 
co-operate to the extent of its ability.” 

These directors are all busy men 
with wide interests. There is not a good 
reason to be given why every other 
pastor should not do as much, in his 
own way! 


What’s Going On Over There? 


We have been asked why we don’t 
tell more in these columns about the 
missions themselves and their present 
condition. 

The reason is that we have not at 
hand much authentic information of 
general interest. It takes weeks, even 
months, for letters to arrive, and many 
are lost in transit or delayed indef- 
initely. Cabling is expensive, and only 
the vital matters can be communicated. 
Thus we learn from an American mis- 
sionary of a genuine need, and that our 
money has arrived; that the missions 
still function and will remain as long 
as we continue to help. 

When their letters do come, they are 
filled, not with their own troubles but 
with expressions of gratitude and 
thanksgiving to their American breth- 
ren. They pour out their hearts in joy, 
and tell of this direct answer to their 
prayers. Thus a missionary writes: “I 
cannot tell you how gratefull am... 
receive our heartfelt thanks for the way 
in which you have made our cause 
yours. We have been praying against 
an impenetrable wall, so to speak, and 
we have tried to learn the hard lesson 
to believe without seeing. ... I see that 
at the beginning of our supplications, 
the commandment came forth, and it 
went to your heart and was obeyed.” 
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In Weakness We Pray 


O ALMIGHTY GOD, Who to them that have no 
might increaseth strength, remember our brethren of 
the faith in other lands. And if any be oppressed give 
them patience, if any suffer for Thy Name give them 
joy in their faithful witness, if any be driven to despair 
hold up their hearts. And hasten, O Lord, the day of 
peace and understanding, of justice and good will, when 
strife and persecution shall be done away, through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 

—Dr. J. Henry Harms. 


saareigioad 
SERV CDA RDS 


Sehareey 


At Omaha 
the Convention 

directed November 10 to be 

a day’when the churches should pray for peace. 


THE LUTHERAN 


(Whe Eee in The News 


Convention of the American Lutheran Church 


WE assicn this page this week to the report of the 
American Lutheran Church convention, held October 
11 to 17, as written by the Rev. William S. Avery. 


Detroit, OctoBER 17. Although immediate pulpit and 
altar fellowship with the United Lutheran Church was 
delayed by the tenth anniversary convention of the 
American Lutheran Church, meeting in Salem Church, 
Detroit, October 11 to 17, the actions taken auger well 
for the eventual union of all Lutherans in America. 

From the opening of the convention, it was evident 
that the subject of Lutheran unity would play an im- 
portant role. The crowded sessions whenever this topic 
was scheduled indicated that it was the most important 
item in the minds of most delegates and visitors. Actual 
consideration of immediate fellowship with the United 
Lutheran Church and the Missouri Synod occasioned 
the lengthiest debates of the convention. 

The first official representative of another Church to 
arrive was Dr. Ellis B. Burgess of our United Lutheran 
Church. He addressed the delegates on the second day 
of the convention. Dr. Burgess commented, “It is with 
a trembling heart that I bring you a tender of fraternity 
such as only brothers of a common faith can give. In 
war times such as these, when the passions of nations 
are at fever heat, it is natural that men with a great 
faith in things enduring should draw closer together. 
And it is in harmony with the eternal fitness of things 
that a visitor from the American Lutheran Church 
should be found on our convention floor at Omaha at the 
self-same hour when a visitor from the United Lutheran 
Church stands here. . .. When any man tells you that 
it is dangerous for the American Lutheran Church to 
cultivate the friendship of the Missouri Synod or of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, you can tell him 
that it would be more dangerous not to do so. The wel- 
fare of the Lutheran Church throughout the world at 
the present moment depends in large degree upon the 
co-operation of all the American synods.” 


News Comes From Omaha 

News of the hand of fellowship extended by the 
Omaha convention of the United Lutheran Church 
reached Detroit on Sunday, making the remarks of Dr. 
Ralph H. Long, executive secretary of the National 
Lutheran Countil, at the joint celebration of the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church’s tenth anniversary on Sunday 
evening of peculiar significance. Before a meeting of 
over 5,000 persons in Detroit’s Naval Armory, who were 
inspired by the singing of a massed choir of 250 voices 
and the playing of a symphonic orchestra of more than 
fifty pieces, Dr. Long declared, “It belongs to the past, 
I hope, that we shall compete with one another. 

“In the future we must seek to work together and 
co-operate much more than we have in the past. Tra- 
dition, historical backgrounds, some differences of 
opinion make this difficult. I hope the next decade will 
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see great progress.” He deplored-conflicts within the 
Lutheran fellowship, saying that the greatest danger the 
church has to face is within—apathy and indifference 
to God and His will. Dr. Long emphasized that further 
co-operation and unity must be achieved in the Lutheran 
Church of this country. 

Tuesday evening Dr. W. Arndt and Dr. T. Engelder 
of Concordia Seminary spoke on the viewpoint of the 
Missouri Synod. Along with their remarks, the dele- 
gates were given.a statement by the Missouri Synod’s 
committee on fellowship. That part of the statement of 
most interest to United Lutherans is this, “Another dif- 
ficulty which in our opinion must be adjusted before 
church fellowship between our two bodies can be estab- 
lished pertains to relations to the honorable United 
Lutheran Church. The church papers have reported 
that through the adoption of paragraphs on unionism, 
lodge membership, and the inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
tures by the commissions of the American Lutheran 
Church and the United Lutheran Church in America, 
all obstacles ... have been removed. While we certainly 
rejoice if the United Lutheran Church should place 
itself on the same foundation on which your honorable 
church body and our own synod are standing, we do 
not see how the Missouri Synod could enter into church 
fellowship with a church body which does not share our 
joint doctrinal basis. The item of chief importance is 
the so-called Pittsburgh Agreement on the Inspiration 
of the Holy Scriptures, an agreement which particularly 
later developments have proved to be inadequate.” 


American Lutheran Role 

Final action on these matters was not taken until the 
very last day of the convention. To one listening to the 
debate, it seemed that the American Lutheran Church 
hopes that it may be the means of bringing all Lutherans 
of America together. As one delegate put it, “Favoring 
neither the right nor the left, but hewing to a straight 
middle course, we may eventually live to see the union 
of all American Lutherans brought about by our ef- 
forts.” In this light, it was significant that the conven- 
tion reaffirmed its membership in the American Lu- 
theran Conference, rejected a plea for immediate fel- 
lowship with the United Lutheran Church and the Mis- 
souri Synod, and authorized its executive committee to 
appoint a new commission on intersynodical fellowship 
to continue negotiations with both churches. This new 
commission will replace the two separate commissions 
which had been negotiating, one with the United Lu- 
theran Church, the other with the Missouri Synod. The 
opposition to immediate pulpit and altar fellowship was 
led by Dr. Emmanuel Poppen, president of the church, 
who told the convention he believed such an important 
matter should be referred to the thirteen districts of 
the church. 

Another action of interest not only to the American 
Church itself, but to Christians everywhere, was the 
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resolution adopted concerning unscriptural methods of 
supporting the work of the Lord. As adopted the resolu- 
tion read, “The American Lutheran Church condemns 
all forms of gambling and other offensive methods that 
might be used to raise funds for church work, and urges 
its people and congregations to restudy the principles 
of Christian stewardship . . . that in efforts to raise funds 
for the Lord’s work, everything that bears any taint of 
the gambling spirit be conscientiously avoided.” 

Among other actions taken were approval of co-opera- 
tion with the welfare department of the National Lu- 
theran Council, approval of the council’s call for $500,000 
for Lutheran World Action, approval of a $780,500 
budget for 1941, and the recommendation that churches 
and church groups avail themselves of every oppor- 
tunity to broadcast over local and national radio hook- 
ups and to support such broadcasts. An innovation in 
the church was made when the executive committee was 
authorized to study current social trends and problems 
as they affect the church and offer advice as needed. 
Action on a proposal to have triennial instead of biennial 
conventions was deferred. 


SPECIAL TRAIN READY TO LEAVE OMAHA AT CLOSE OF 
U. L. C. CONVENTION 


Tabloid of Omaha Convention 


Icelandic Synod received into the United Lutheran 
Church; this synod numbers 6,000 confirmed members, 
most of them in Canada. 


Defeat of a proposal to establish a bi-monthly journal 
for pastors and of a “worker’s monthly magazine” to 
replace periodicals now issued by U. L. C. boards 
and auxiliaries. 


Authorization of a social security plan for lay employees, 
as it shall be developed later by the Board of Pen- 
sions, Board of Publication, and the Executive Board. 


Decision against the feasibility of forming a holding 
company, through which investment funds of the 
Church might be available as loans for church build- 
ing purposes. 

Restrictions on holding Communion Services by groups 
other than local congregations or the Church at large. 
Permission to hold a Communion Service must be 
secured (1) from the pastor and church council of a 
local congregation for congregational communions, and 
(2) from the President of the United Lutheran Church 
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in America or the President of a constituent Synod 
for all other Communions. 


Decision to undertake work among the Negroes of the 
south, in establishing a self-supporting Lutheran 
Church among the Negroes; the Board of American 
Missions to create a separate department to enter 
upon this work, in company with the American Lu- 
theran Church and other Lutheran bodies willing to 
co-operate. 


Approval of co-operation of the Texas Synod with the 
Texas district of the American Lutheran Church. 


Young people eighteen years of age and older allowed 
to unite either with the Luther League or with groups 
organized by the Women’s Missionary Society or the 
Brotherhood. Young women of this age group are not 
to be organized under name of “Young Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society.” 

New division of the “budget dollar” received on appor- 
tionment from the synods. The “budget” to be known 
henceforth as the “income objective.” 


New Old 

Percentage Percentage 
Board of Foreign Missions: cicccsscessevsesccveveass 30.00 30.00 
Board of American Missions .........:.ccscssecceseeeees 36.50 38.57 
Boardrot. Education. t.cswacecnnes. cere 9.50 9.00 
Board of ‘Socials Misstonss ..cccc-cereveesaseversseotesestaree 2.00 1.82 
Board of Pensions and Relief .............:.s000ces00e 12.64 11.75 
Board of Deaconess WOFlk «....cccccccicccvsiecsosssorscsne 2.50 2.00 
Parish and Church School Board .........ccc0000 1.22 1.22 
National Lutheran Council ............. Pen. heat’ 1.55 
American Bible Society aa 25 29 
1Ufayd DREN Goel Bs foes 58 A aactrereracarnt cerca as inn Mae 4.24 4.24 


Approval of co-operation with the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church in maintenance of the theological seminary at 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 


Revision of By-laws of the U. L. C. Most amendments 
made were of minor importance. Among new pro- 
visions are these: that no staff employee of any elective 
agency of the U. L. C. shall be eligible to serve as a 
member of another elective agency; and that auxil- 
iaries of the Church are formally recognized, and re- 
quired to make reports of their work to each biennial 
convention; increase of nominating committee to forty 
members. 

Approval of a new constitution of the Japan Lutheran 
Church, which brings this Church into conformity 
with new Japanese law governing religious bodies. 

Adoption of Articles of Agreement presented by com- 
missions of the American Lutheran Church and the 
U.L. C., and resolution authorizing continued negotia- 
tions for merger. 

Approval of program of the Board of Publication in pro- 
ducing necessary literature for the Church even 
though this requires subsidy from the Board and may 
reduce amounts previously available to the U. L. C. 
from the profits of the Board. 

Authorization of establishing in church schools of courses 
for the training of social workers for service in the 
Church. 


Statement on the Rights and Duties of the Christian 
Citizen in the Emergencies of War. 


It is the function of the Christian Church to proclaim the Gospel 
of Redemption and Peace. 

It is the duty of the Christian citizen to obey and support lawful 
government. Concerning such duty we hold—what is plainly 
taught by Scripture and stated in the Church’s confessions—that 
“lawful civil ordinances are good works of God ... it is right for 

(Continued on page 15) 
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FA . A Mother of Sons 


Peruaps the feeling of sol- 
itude was just the natural 
silence with which day comes 
to a close and twilight is 
ushered in; perhaps it was the 
shadows cast by Mt. Gerizim 
that stilled the party making 
camp for the night on its 
slope. The little caravan had broken up into family units 
for the evening meal. The men busy setting up the 
tents made no conversation, even the children hurrying 
about gathering sticks for the fire were quiet, and the 
women were engrossed in the task of preparing supper. 

All but one; one woman went from group to group 
evidently looking for someone. She came back to the 
man laying the wood for a fire. “Joseph, have you seen 
Jesus since we left Jerusalem this morning? I’ve looked 
for Him among all our party and He’s not been with any 
of them.” Joseph straightened quickly. His wife stood 
before him so erect and young, like one who habitually 
had a song in her heart; but tonight the song was still. 
He smiled reassuringly; the boy was twelve years old 
and self-reliant, he knew every foot of the journey; 
evidently he had started out with some of the relatives 
who had not made as good time as their party had done. 
Because hope was the dominant trait of Mary’s per- 
sonality, she accepted her husband’s explanation. So 
the night was subdued for the entire camp, but it was 
not sorrowful. 


Anxiety Turns Them Backward 

Early in the morning Joseph and Mary left the com- 
pany journeying northward and turned back toward 
Jerusalem. Surely Jesus would be in the first company 
they would meet. But when at sundown they entered 
Jerusalem, weary and alone, even Mary’s brave heart 
knew foreboding. The boy loved animals. Suppose he 
had followed some mountain goat up one of the ravines 
and missed his footing? Or suppose he had started later 
than the family, hoping to overtake them, and had 
been picked up by. the robbers that harassed the high- 
way? Again Joseph offered comfort. There were many 
relatives in the city. When they found Jesus had been 
separated from His family, they had detained Him until 
safe escort could be found. But fear had entered Mary’s 
heart, shutting out not only the comfort of her husband’s 
counsel, but the very inspiration that could have saved 
her from three days of torturing search. Jesus, who 
had been heralded by angel choirs, Jesus the child 
of prophecy who had been entrusted to her keeping 
was gone. Mary was disconsolate. Wearily, toward the 
close of the third day of searching, they turned to the 
temple. After three distracted days, spent in obvious 
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Untying Apron Strings 


searching, they turned to God. And there in the temple 
where they went to find God, they found their Son. 

Mary’s pent up anxiety and grief found utterance! 
“Son, why hast thou dealt so with us? Behold thy 
father and I sought thee sorrowing.” Grave, innocent 
eyes lifted to her own, “How is it that you sought me? 
Didn’t you know I had to be about my Father’s busi- 
ness?” 

There in the temple at twelve, Jesus untied the apron 
strings; and adolescent youth has been untying them 
since time began. 

While most parents are reading about the method of 
doing it, or attending meetings where speakers tell how 
it can be done, the children are at home or abroad 
actually severing the knot. 


Help and Advice on Call — — 

I have enlarged upon the episode of Jesus in the 
temple not so much because He untied the apron strings, 
but to note Mary’s reaction to the untying. We read 
that Jesus went back to Nazareth and was subject unto 
them, and that His mother kept all these sayings in her 
heart. Wise Mary, who knew how to wait for inspira- 
tion. She required obedience, of course, but to such 
understanding authority! No artificial rules of conduct 
here, no rules just for the sake of propriety; only the 
natural fundamental laws of human conduct—respect 
for God and parents, love for all mankind. Mary knew 
how to encourage self-reliance by insisting on work 
being well done, and gently she fostered His love of the 
out-of-doors. Mary furnished a “stand by” service ready 
for any call Jesus could make upon her. This is the 
kernel of the matter—the objective of good mothering. 

Under such guidance, Jesus advanced in wisdom and 
stature and in favour with God and man. And since 
Christlike personality is the ideal we would all attain 
for our children, the drama enacted in the temple in 
Jerusalem is applicable in our lives today. Applicable 
because in the heart of everyone is a blueprint of His 
Father’s business. Every human being is born with 
some definite mission, some place in life to fill; other- 
wise life would be meaningless. And somewhere in 
early adolescence this urge becomes apparent. It may 
be so overlaid with activities and the non-essentials with 
which civilization has burdened our youth that he may 
not recognize the urge as a challenge to find himself, and 
he may only feel a vague restlessness which drives him 
into activity and rebellion against parental authority. 

Not many of us have either the vision or the stamina 
it takes to make our children citizens of the universe, 
the way I. A. R. Wylies’ father did. When she was eight 
years old her father gave her a bicycle, a little spending 
money, and told her to see London. She did, alone. 
Within a couple of years she had pedaled all over the 
city. When she was fourteen her father gave her a 
round-trip ticket to Norway. She sailed, kept a shrewd 
diary, had many adventures and returned a seasoned 
traveler. Maybe the very act of keeping a diary revealed 
to her the profession she was to follow. At any rate by 
the time she was twenty she had already become self- 
supporting as a writer. 
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This urging children into adventure is dangerous 
advice to parents, but life itself is dangerous and won- 
derful. 

One of my friends gave me excellent advice on “Un- 
tying Apron Strings” when she recommended that at 
certain times the adolescent be treated with the im- 
personal courtesy of a paying guest. That “impersonal” 
is the rub. We go through so much bringing ‘children 
into the world that we get the feeling that we somehow 
possess them. 


Example Implements Counsel 

The greatest impression we can make on our children 
is to build our own character sure and strong. Youth 
may fail to listen to what we say, but he cannot help 
responding to what we are. If you as a mother want 
your child to be courageous, let him see you practice 
courage under fire. If you want him to be truthful, be 
scrupulously so yourself, If you expect him to be kind 
and unselfish, he will draw his knowledge of these traits 
from you. 

Jessie Wiley Voils, former midwestern editor of 
Delineator, was talking over the radio upon youth and 
how it could be encouraged to try its own wings. She 
said eagles build their nests on high, rocky crags. The 
framework is of sticks but the inside is lined with 
feathers and down until it is soft and warm. Here the 
eaglet is born, but as soon as it is old enough, the mother 
eagle starts taking the feathers and down out of the 
nest. This is probably prompted by necessity; neverthe- 
less it gives the young birds space to move around. And 
when they get accustomed to freedom of movement the 
mother pushes them out into space where they either 
fly or fall. 

Sounds cruel, doesn’t it? But no, the moment the 
eaglet drops from the nest the mother swoops down 
beneath him and flies with her strong wings outstretched 
between him and the earth until he gains confidence 
and can go it alone. And the young eagle does gain 
confidence because she doesn’t do his flying for him. 
He has to use his own wings. 

That point of flying beneath is the best illustration of 
untying apron strings I know. It is significant of mature 
strength and virility. It is not only the urge to find 
himself which makes adolescence difficult. Just about 
this time in the life of the youth “middle-agedness” 
comes to the parents. They sometimes begin to rest on 
the oars at this time and stop growing, and in a universe 
timed to grow or go, stopping is fatal, and youth senses 
this situation quicker than another adult would. 

In an article on “Problem Mothers” in Forum one 
December, Katharine Winant says that living in a col- 
lege town she has heard students for years lament 
having to go home for the holidays. Eager mothers 
would be broken-hearted to know how reluctantly their 
Johnnies and Marys turn toward home. Collegians lay 
their reluctance to “motheritis,” but few mothers bother 
to learn the meaning of the word. They refuse to re- 
linquish their hold on mature children. They dictate 
their decisions, supervise their conduct and, worst of all, 
when not heeded, they wallow in self-pity. 

Such a mother would remind her son how she nursed 
him through pneumonia, took care of him when he 
broke his leg, until the son wishes she had just let 
nature take its course (which is sound practice any- 
way). Self-pity has probably spoiled more sweet re- 
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lationships between the generations than any other 
trait, because it is so utterly selfish, so mean spirited and 
so very invidious. 

Probably the best motto for mothers embarked on the 
venture of untying apron strings is that one copied 
from the wall of a garment factory in the west, “If you 
don’t like your condition, change yourself.” 

Mrs. Brown, the woman in the case, had occasion to 
test her own ability to do this not long afterward. Son 
John was out with other high school seniors. It grew 
late, past midnight, and she could no longer read for 
watching the clock and listening. Then she recalled the 
conversation with her friend. She went to her room, 
prepared for bed, and, kneeling, consciously committed 
her son and his companions to God’s gracious care. And 
soon she slept. She was wakened by the telephone. A 
man’s voice told her not to be anxious, that there had 
been an accident but John and his friends were not 
injured, only on account of the lateness of the hour they 
were trying to save her anxiety. Gratitude welled up in 
her heart. She was glad she knew this better way. 

And though psychologists say that in order to keep 
our children we must let them. go, it does not preclude 
mothers from availing themselves of every opportunity 
to build ideal manhood and womanhood in their chil- 
dren. 


What Might Have Been 


By Joseph Hubbard, Baltimore, Md. 


I KNELT in prayer. I asked my Lord and God 
For gracious rest that I might rise to face 
The coming day with hope and strength renewed. 


“Restore my spirit, Lord, in precious sleep, 
And if Thou wilt my eyes shall look upon 
The softening shades that usher in the day, 
Let me remember this, that day and night 
Alike are Thine. And though I work or rest, 
I am content within Thy loving hand.” 
Praying thus, I laid me down and slept. 


A fair and flowing plain was set before 

My wondering eyes. The land was strange and new 
And filled with such a calm as creeps into 

An infant’s face when he has set his soul 

To infant slumber. Farmers ploughed their fields 
Or led their flocks to friendly pasturage; 

And when they ceased, it was to thank their God 
For sun and rain and all that went before, 

And all that was, and all that was to be. 

Beyond the plain a city raised its mass 

Of steel and stone, and high above the tops 

Of stores and shops and homes a single spire 
Looked up to God and down on all below. 

“One God, one church,” it said. “All men his own.” 
While children laughed and frolicked in the square, 
From factory and from office came the hymn 

Of man at peace with God and with himself. 


I thought within myself, ‘What place is this?” 

And voiced my thought to one who passed my way. 
“No place,” he said. “This is what might have been 
Had man known God and loved Him as he ought.” 


THE LUTHERAN 


IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By JULIUS 


Contemporary Items of interest inform us that: The 
Episcopalians adopted an official flag at their recent 
Kansas City Convention. It consists of “a red cross on 
white, with an azure-blue field bearing Jerusalem crosses 
arranged in the form of St. Andrew’s cross:” Who has 
a design for a Lutheran flag? . .. Arab and Jewish vol- 
unteers are training together in the new Palestinian 
army. Their racial differences seem submerged by their 
common national crisis. . . . Berlin reports that each 
German flier is provided with “a quick energy builder” 
in the form of a “chocolate bar” containing grape sugar, 
soy beans, cocoa and meat extract. A pilot who feels his 
strength waning is “instantly revived” by the composi- 
tion. . . . Britain is adopting a system of relief for her 
civilians who are under the strain of constant bombing. 
The method projected is that used for the periodical 
retirement of troops on the firing line. . . . The plan to 
provide the German people with fats extracted from 
coal has been postponed by Marshal Goering until the 
end of the war. This has been done for psychological 
reasons, it is suggested. 


Religion and Politics seem to have become strangely 
tangled in the case of José de Yanguas Messia, Spain’s 
Ambassador to the Vatican. A devout son of the Holy 
Church, the Ambassador besought Cardinal Maglione, 
Papal Secretary of State, to baptize his child when it 
should be born. The Cardinal agreed, but later (Octo- 
ber 11) informed Don José that he would have to with- 
draw his promise. No reason was directly stated, but the 
refusal is plainly understood to express the displeasure 
of the Vatican because Don Suner, Franco’s brother-in- 
law and personal representative to the recent Axis Con- 
ference, failed to visit the Pope during his conferences 
with Mussolini at Rome. So the Papacy is more than a 
“church” after all. 


While Nothing has been published recently about the 
projected new Concordat between the Vatican and the 
Reich, some progress seems to be indicated by a late 
(October 4) pronouncement of the Catholic hierarchy 
in Germany. Field-Bishop of the German Army, 
Franziskus Rarkowski, in a pastoral letter which praised 
the fighting spirit of the German Catholic soldiers and 
“the Christian attitude they have maintained on the field 
of battle,” went on to say, “The German nation has a 
great duty to fulfill in the face of the Eternal Almighty. 
Abroad and at home the Fuehrer has thanked God that 
his plea for His blessing for our good and just cause 
was expressed more than once, and was understood. 
Certainly other nations opposed to us pray to God and 
beg Him to grant them victory. God is, in the same 
manner, Father of all nations, but He is not, in the same 
manner, arbiter of justice and injustice, of honesty and 
mendacity.” The zealous bishop seems quite assured 
that “the Eternal Almighty” neither understands the 
English prayers nor approves them. 


“All the World Loves a Lover,” but in Venezuela they 
do something about it. T. A. Lahey, in the Catholic 
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periodical, Ave Maria, is responsible for the statement 
that the postal authorities there allow love letters to go 
through the mails at half price! But there is a condition. 
The letters must be mailed in bright-colored envelopes 
(pansy-blue for loving thoughts and pink cloud effects; 
there would be a place for yellow and green to express 
the feelings of envious suitors and jealous lovers). These 
bright tints are intended to help the postal clerks and 
postmen to recognize the nature of the missives; but 
what a temptation to the carriers to open the letters and 
cull precious thoughts and phrases! Here is something 
Jim Farley missed; but then he was thinking only of 
boosting the postal income. 


As Reports of impending food shortage quicken their 
tempo with respect to the conquered lands of Europe, 
our national Department of Agriculture announced 
(October 15) that the Axis powers, Japan, Italy and 
Germany, are involved in the same difficulty. Europe’s 
grain crop is at least 20 per cent smaller than last year, 
in some parts even less—Rumania 46 per cent, Hungary 
31 per cent, Yugoslavia 38 per cent. Japan’s rice crop 
is similarly deficient—17,500,000,000 pounds to meet an 
absolute requirement of 25,000,000,000 pounds. The situa- 
tion is attributed to “adverse weather in the fall seeding 
season, severe winter cold, a late spring, disrupted labor 
conditions and military activities.” England is likewise 
touched, though in a lesser measure, because she usually 
produces only 10 per cent of her normal needs, and her 
importations have not as yet been seriously curtailed. 
Perhaps that is the reason why the British government 
is faced with this curious question from the public: Are 
onions a luxury or a necessity? The question has become 
acute because of the rapid rise in price of the odorous 
fruit? vegetable? root? If the Ministry decides that the 
onion is a luxury, it will not be subject to price control. 
Their present inclination is to straddle, and to say that 
“onions are a border-line case between essential and 
non-essential foodstuffs.” What would your judgment 
be? 


An Unofficial Group of Japanese patriots, calling 
themselves the National Spiritual Mobilizers, are seek- 
ing to stiffen the loyalty of the Japanese people to sup- 
port the government’s scheme of conquest. The slogan 
of their movement, curiously enough, is “No Joy,” the 
purpose of which is to urge upon the public “the proper 
spirit of solemnity for a country at war.” The Mobilizers 
frown upon all sports; tell the sports fans to golf and ski 
“soberly”; place watchers on The Ginza, Tokyo’s Broad- 
way, to make sure the atmosphere doesn’t become friv- 
olous. However, the populace has little or no tendency 
toward frivolity under the circumstances. L. P. Roberts, 
Director of the Brooklyn Museum, who has just re- 
turned from an extended stay in Japan, says that a 
distinct shortage exists of gasoline, charcoal, rice and 
other necessities. Rationing has been instituted. “One 
can have rice with meals if not being entertained by a 
geisha girl, but visitors in geisha houses get no grain.” 
Evidently pleasure must be considered as taking the 
place of bread (rice). 
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Divisions in the Church 


By Epwin DINGMAN, Snydertown, Pa. 


THE unity of believers was one of the things for which 
our Lord prayed the night before He was crucified: in 
fact, the petition “that they might be one” was repeated 
three times in that one prayer. John 17: 11, 21 and 22. 

Jealousies and disputes had marred the unity of the 
group of His chosen disciples, and has disastrously 
marred the testimony of the church ever since. In 
Romans 16: 17 Paul writes, “Now I beseech you breth- 
ren, mark them that are causing the divisions and occa- 
sions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine which ye 
learned: and turn away from them.” 

Divisions in the church are either the result of per- 
sonal matters—of pride, selfishness, unkindness, sus- 
picion, jealousies, etc., or of differences in the interpre- 
tation of the Bible. 

The divisions that are of a personal nature are most 
clearly unchristian, and therefore the work of Satan; 
and yet these divisions exist today within the member- 
ship of thousands of churches. These divisions vary in 
their nature and degree; sometimes they consist simply 
in a coolness between individual members, sometimes 
they develop into actual bitterness and hatred, and 
sometimes they lead to the organization of rival churches 
where one united church could serve the Lord much 
better. Many do not stop to consider what an awful 
thing such divisions are, how they destroy the testimony 
the church is commissioned to bear before the world, 
and thus become stumbling blocks, endangering the 
spiritual life of many. 

Our Lord gave very clear and specific directions what 
to do when misunderstandings arise, or when we believe 
a fellow member has done us a wrong. In Matt. 5: 43 
He says, “Pray for them”; and in Matt. 18: 15-17 He 
says, “If thy brother sin against thee, go and show him 
his fault between thee and him alone: if he hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother. But if he hear thee not, 
take with thee one or two more, that at the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every word may be established. 
And if he refuse to hear them, tell it to the church: but 
if he refuse to hear the church also, let him be unto thee 
as the gentile and the publican.” 


Who Begins Reconciliation 

When disagreements or unpleasantness arise, if recon- 
ciliation is considered at all, usually each one maintains 
that the other party is the one to blame, and therefore 
it is up to the other party to make the first move towards 
reconciliation. While it is the duty of everyone who 
has done wrong to make all possible amends and efforts 
for reconciliation, God’s word does not let the matter 
rest there, but places upon the one who can see the 
duty to help the blind; the duty of the one who is in the 
right to help the one who has been overcome by Satan 
and led to do the wrong. 

But it is not safe to conclude too quickly that we are 
right, and that the wrong is wholly with the other party. 
We need to guard against the danger of self-righteous- 
ness. If we are fair and honest in the matter, we may 
see that we share some of the blame. Matt. 7: 3-5 reads, 
“Why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s 
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eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own 
eye? First cast out the beam that is in thine own eye; 
and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out 
of thy brother’s eye.” 

And Gal. 6: 1 reads, “If a man be overtaken in any 
fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit 
of gentleness; looking to thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted.” So we see that the healing of these divisions 
is a matter for which none can escape responsibility 
until the Scripture method has been tried. To obey the 
Scripture teaching in such matters may sometimes cause 
humiliation (which really does no harm) but if we 
humbly and prayerfully obey, most of these divisions 
will be healed, and a wonderfully effective testimony 
for Christ will be rendered to the world. 

Again, trouble sometimes develops over the fitness of 
those who are leaders in the church. Some are inclined 
tu hold aloof from the work of the church on this ac- 
count, some sever their membership, and sometimes 
two rival factions develop, bringing unholy discord. 
Here again we need to resort to humble prayer for these 
leaders and for our guidance—doing nothing hastily, but 
only as we are led of God. 


Doctrines and Practises 

But we find a large number of divisions in the church 
today over matters of doctrines and practice. Are these 
divisions right? Many are ready to answer, “No.” But 
if the question were asked, “Who is in the wrong?” there 
would be a decided lack of agreement. Roman Catholic 
teachers would blame the Protestant principle of the 
right of the individual to interpret God’s word and be 
true to the light God gives him. While the Protestant 
principle is right in theory, there is danger of going too 
far in applying it, and making our own interpretation 
an occasion for unnecessary divisions. 

There are questions of Bible interpretation regarding 
which it is not necessary for us to agree in order for us 
to worship and work together, and therefore they should 
not be the occasion for division. 

But in any question of Bible interpretation it seems 
presumptuous for anyone rashly to ignore the historic 
interpretation, the way it has been understood by able 
and sincere students of the Word during past centuries. 
1t would seem improbable that the Holy Spirit had failed 
the sincere student of the Word in the past, and thus 
left the church for a long period without witnesses of 
the truth as God would have it known. 

Again it seems presumptuous for anyone rashly to 
ignore the interpretation of the Word which is given 
by the great majority of Bible students today. Proverbs 
11: 14 reads, “In the multitude of counselors there is 
safety.” 

If, therefore, we approach the interpretation of the 
Word with true Christian humility, it would seem that 
before making our interpretation of the Word the occa- 
sion of division, it would be wise to ask whether there 
is reason to believe that these other students of the 
Word lacked either the resources or consecration neces- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Among Ourselves 


What to Do About 
Our Youth? 


THE title at the head of this column is not mine. I 
took it bodily from a reader of THE LutHERaAN, Mrs. Carl 
Baker of Wayne, Nebraska. She not only asks the ques- 
tion; she answers it. I will let you in on her solution 
later. 

First, I want to tell you about another reader. She 
writes from Detroit, Michigan, objecting to my solution 
to Marilyn T’s question about dancing. Just in case you 
don’t remember everything that you read in this depart- 
ment, I will repeat what I said, when she asked the 
direct question, “Should I go to dances?” 

“That depends on where the dances are held, what 
sort of people you go with, and, most of all, on the sort 
of person you are yourself. I cannot say, ‘All dances are 
perfectly all right. Go right ahead. But I can say, that 
since your crowd seems to be a perfectly normal group 
of young people who take their church responsibilities 
seriously and are anxious to do the right thing, I do not 
believe the dancing you enjoy so much is doing you 
any harm.” 

To this, the lady from Detroit says, “No.” She pro- 
ceeds to explain that her four boys had problems that 
arose out of the dancing question. Through the kindness 
of a neighbor she came to see that only faith in Christ 
could save her from the consequences of human sin. 

While I am a little surprised that anyone raised in 
the Lutheran Church should have sons old enough to 
go to dances before she fully appreciated this basic 
belief of ours, she is obviously sincere. Unfortunately, 
the person responsible for this conversion seems to have 
convinced her that to have faith she must refrain from 
many things, including dancing of all sorts. And this 
brings us right back from where we started: earning 
salvation by what we do. 

In all matters of social conduct a good general rule 
is that the person who fills his heart and mind with the 
picture of Christ’s redeeming love will naturally do the 
right thing. The person who is fully conscious of the 
frailty of human nature and the love with which Jesus 
regarded all mankind will continually measure his own 
conduct in the light of Jesus’ law of love. Love of God 
and love of man: these are the two rules which guide 
all our decisions. Nor can we reach those decisions by 
our own wisdom. We must be guided by the Holy Spirit. 
And where can we be surer of finding that guidance 
than in the Church? 

For that reason I say again that a certain amount of 
dancing will not hurt Marilyn T. and her crowd of Sun- 
day school friends, so long as they remain close to the 
church. I can also say that if they drift away, it will be 
not so much the victory of the dance floor as the failure 
of the church. If we cannot hold our young people, there 
is something wrong with our program. 

Mrs. Baker, the other correspondent whom I men- 
tioned, feels that it is time to put our “forgotten young 
people” to work. “If they were given more to do in the 
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church, we would not need to worry about where they 
are spending their evenings. Too much time on their 
hands causes young people to get into mischief.” 

When we do not use our young people in the church, 
we are letting good material go to waste. Use the young 
people as teachers, but have the teachers pass a test on 
the Bible. Use them in the musical ministry of the 
church. Make companions of them and ask them to help. 

Fortunately, there are congregations that are doing 
just these things that Mrs. Baker suggests. There are 
parishes where the teen-age members assist with the 
clerical work and the mimeographing. Girls who are 
taking business training are glad to assist with church 
correspondence. Other young people take The Children 
of the Church or one of the scout troops as a major 
interest. All these things can occupy the attention of 
the congregation’s youth, in addition to the many sug- 
gestions for service projects which The Christian Life 
Course has to offer. 

Once we forget that our young people are the Church 
of Tomorrow, and see them as the Church of Today, we 
will find endless ways to use their energy and enthu- 
siasm in our work. The congregation that refuses them 
their right to serve has failed in an essential part of its 
task. Nor has it any right to complain about competition 
from worldly sources. 


The Mulberry Bush 


One of the favorite games of childhood is “Here We 
Go Round the Mulberry Bush.” A woman’s week is 
enacted. Washing, ironing, mending, sweeping, scrub- 
bing, baking and, as a grand climax, going to church— 
the old ritual is always new. 

How simple life was when a woman’s duties were 
clear and definite enough to be made into a game. 
Nowadays, most of us are pulled in so many directions 
that we are almost in as bad a fix as the woman in a 
poem I once read: 


“On Monday she lunched with a Housing Committee, 
With statistics and stew she was filled; 
Then she dashed to a tea on ‘Crime in Our City,’ 
And dined with a Church Ladies’ Guild. 


“On Tuesday she went to a Babies’ Week Lunch, 
And a tea on ‘Good Citizenship’: 
At dinner she talked to the Trade Union bunch 
(There wasn’t a date she dared skip). 


“On Wednesday she managed two annual dinners, 
One at noon and the other at night, 
On Thursday a luncheon on ‘Bootlegging Sinners,’ 
And a dinner on ‘War: Is It Right?’ 


“World Problems We Face,’ was her Friday noon date 
(A luncheon address, as you guessed), 
And she wielded a fork while a man from New York 
Spoke that evening on ‘Social Unrest.’ 


“On Saturday noon she fell in a swoon, 
Missed a talk on the youth of our land... 
Poor thing, she was through! She never came to, 
But died with a spoon in her hand.” 
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_ Grow and Let Grow 


Mrs. Lathrop Arranges to Take an Afternoon Off 


I HAVE just seen Joan and Mark off to school for the 
afternoon session. They are feeling very important about 
being allowed to “look after themselves” after school, 
while I attend the meeting of the Missionary Society. 

Until this year, I have either come home early or ar- 
ranged for a high school girl to come and keep an eye 
on them when I wanted to go to an afternoon meeting. 
Mark feels now that he is old enough to look after Joan, 
and she has promised to be as good as gold. 

Mark has a list of instructions. They are to come 
straight home from school. Joan is to wait outside while 
Mark comes and gets the key from me at the church. 
He is to come in quietly, so that he does not disturb the 
meeting. They are to put away their books, get one 
apple and one cookie apiece and play in the side yard 
away from the church. They may have one playmate 
each—no more. They may come get me in an emergency 
—hbut only in an emergency. That seems to me to cover 
everything. If it doesn’t, I will know it by supper time. 
Perhaps I am taking a risk, but the only way I know 
to make them responsible is to give them responsibility. 

I could get out of going to the meetings of the Mis- 
sionary Society, of course. The day is past when con- 
gregations expect the minister’s wife to be a sort of 
assistant pastor. Nevertheless, I am glad that the chil- 
dren are old enough to leave me free to do some of the 
things I enjoy doing at the church. When they were 
quite tiny and I had to devote my time so exclusively to 
my home, I had a hemmed-in, pent-up feeling. It sounds 
silly to say it, but I felt my personality growing lopsided. 

Some people hate to see their children grow up. I can 
understand the emotion, although I do not share it. 
Babies are sweet. Who could deny it? Yet there’s some- 
thing satisfying about the companionship of an older 
child. I am just as thrilled when Joan reads me a story 
or Mark gives a Hallowe’en party on his own hook as I 
was when either of them cut a tooth or said the first 
word. Their world is growing and so is mine. 

Taking part in the work of the Church adds to my 
sense of widening horizons, too. The urge to grow is 
certainly one of the strongest instincts that God has 
planted in us. Bottled up and allowed to ferment, it 
produces some pretty nasty social infections. 

That isn’t a bad sermon topic, although I wasn’t think- 
ing of sermons when I said it. I was thinking about 
myself and how much better I feel when I am growing 
into and with something that is bigger than Iam. While 
the church service always gives me that feeling, the 
Missionary Society seems to put so much concrete evi- 
dence before my eyes. When I miss a meeting of that 
group I feel that I have missed something. 

There are a lot of people missing what the Church has 
to give without knowing it. Our doctor brought one to 
my husband’s attention when Mark was sick. 

“Isn’t Mrs. Raoche a member of your congregation?” 
he asked me. 

“Yes,” I replied. “She is not well enough to come to 
church, so my husband sees to it that she gets Light for 
Today. He usually has to leave it at the door. He has 


a hard time to see her, since you make her rest so much!” 

“I make her rest!” exclaimed the doctor. “That’s 
good! I have discharged her three times. There is noth- 
ing that medicine can do for her. She ought to be your 
husband’s patient, not mine.” 

“You don’t mean it! I thought she was a very sick 
woman. She claims to be.” . 

“There you go!” moaned the doctor. “As soon as I 
say there is nothing medicine can do, you say, ‘I thought 
she was sick.’” He mimicked me so perfectly that I 
laughed aloud. “She is sick. The fact that the root of 
her trouble is mental rather than organic, doesn’t make 
the symptoms any easier to bear.” 

“I wouldn’t have mentioned the matter to you, but I 
thought your husband might be able to help her,” he 
went on. “I would be glad if you would tell him what 
I have said. I know I can trust you both to be discreet.” 

Accordingly, Jerry squeezed in time to go to see her 
before he left for Omaha. He didn’t even get inside the 
front door. Her mother met him and, closing the door 
softly behind her, drew him to a secluded corner of the 
porch. 

“Poor Martie,” she whispered. “She has just had an- 
other attack. We thought that when Jim’s business im- 
proved she would get better. Instead, she is getting 
worse. I know you will understand if I don’t let you 
see her. We don’t want her to have any excitement.” 

My husband promised not to excite her, but evidently 
Mrs. Seitz did not trust his judgment. There was noth- 
ing to do but acknowledge himself beaten for the 
present. When he told me about it, he shook his head. 

“How am I to doctor her soul, if I am not even allowed 
to see her face?” he asked. “Unless I miss my guess, 
that protective care of her mother’s is probably at the 
root of her trouble. She has never been permitted to 
bump up against life as it is, and when her husband’s 
business reverses had to be faced, her mind tried to 
escape by turning her into an invalid. We will have to 
think of way to help her.” 

Goodness! What rambling to justify my neglecting 
my children while I go to a meeting. Either I have a 
guilty conscience, or I am picturing myself as the perfect 
mother, again. Pride seems to be my besetting sin. 


Naughty 
Nora’s 
Nonsense 


THIS poor man’s sure left in 


the lurch. 

Nobody speaks to him in 
church. : 

He wouldn’t be the first to aves 
speak 

If he was snubbed week after 
week. 
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Three Queens of Madagascar 


Tue great island of Madagascar, off the southeast coast 
of Africa, gave at first a welcome to missionaries, in 
1818. King Radama I was their friend, and for fifteen 
years they worked under his protection. The native 
language was reduced to writing, the Bible was trans- 
lated, a school system was established, and several 
churches were built. 

Then Radama died and was succeeded by Queen 
Ranavalona I, who hated the Christians and began a 
persecution that lasted for twenty-six years. All mis- 
sionaries were banished from the island. Death was 
decreed to any Malagasy found reading a Bible; but the 
converts persisted in their faith, and their numbers 
steadily increased, though about two hundred of them 
suffered martyrdom. A native account describes their 
death: “Then they prayed, ‘O Lord, receive our spirits, 
for Thy love to us hath caused this to come to us; and 
lay not this sin to their charge.’ Thus prayed they as 
long as they had any life, and then they died—softly, 
gently; and there was at the time a rainbow in the 
heavens which seemed to touch the place of the 
burning.” 

At last the cruel queen died. Then the banished mis- 
sionaries hurried back to see what was left of their 
work. They found twelve copies of the Bible left on the 
island—tattered and warped and discolored from having 
been read almost to pieces and hidden at times in the 
ground for safe-keeping. As soon as fresh copies could 
be obtained, they sent one to the new queen. She let it 
lie on a table in her palace, but paid no further atten- 
tion to it. 

Then she also died; and Ranavalona II, who followed 
her, found the book and read it, and believed. Now the 
Christian Church, which had multiplied ten-fold even 
during the persecutions, began to flourish mightily. The 
queen and her prime minister professed Christian faith 
and were baptized. Ranavalona not only threw away 
her own idols, but commanded that the great national 
idol, supposed to have the gift of healing, should be 
hacked to pieces and burned. Many other idols were 
destroyed; and when the non-Christian people of the 
island saw that no disasters followed the sacrilege, as 
they had feared, they came in great numbers to be 
taught their soveregin’s religion. 

One of the missions established about that time was 
that of the Norwegian Lutherans, whose work was ex- 
ceedingly successful. After fifty years they had at work, 
beside many Norwegian and some American mission- 
aries, 96 native pastors and more than 900 catechists. 
They had two medical missions and a leper asylum, 
schools, a seminary for native workers, and printing 
offices. It was reckoned at that time that among the 
130,000 Christians on Madagascar, 84,000 were Lu- 
therans. Latest reports place their numbers at more 
than 116,000. 

The story of Christianity in Madagascar is one of the 
most striking instances of faith kept alive through many 
perilous years by the influence of the Word alone. 

“So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast 
seed into the ground; and should sleep, and rise day 
and night, and the seed should spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how.” “My Word shall not return unto 
Me void.” M.R.S. 


THE LUTHERAN 


Soe. ry. 


That ye may prove what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God. Romans 12: 2 


“Every hour comes with some little fagot of God’s will 
fastened on its back.”—F. W. Faber. 


* * * 


But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord 


the Spirit. II Cor. 3: 18 (R. V.) 


“To live with Socrates—with unveiled face—must have 
made one wise; with Aristides, just. Francis of Assisi 
must have made one gentle; Savonarola, strong. But to 
have lived with Christ must have made one like Christ; 
that is to say, A Christian.” —Henry Drummond. 


* “~ 
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
Matthew 7: 21 


“Tf you do not wish for His kingdom, don’t pray for it. 
But if you do, you must do more than pray for it; you 
must work for it.”—John Ruskin. 


* * * 


But the servants which drew the water knew. 


John 2:9 


“I filled a water-pot for Thee 

At Cana once, in Galilee— 

A humble servitor, the least 

Of those who spread the marriage feast. 
I knew Thee not—nor who, nor whence; 
Thine eye compelled obedience; 

So to the well I went and drew, 

And all men wondered—but I knew! 

I filled a water-pot for Thee, 

And Thou hast filled all life for me!” 


* * * 


Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. 
I Thess. 5: 16, 17 
“Trouble and perplexity drive us to prayer, and prayer 


driveth away trouble and perplexity.” 
—Philip Melanchthon. 


* * * 


My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest. Exodus 33: 14 
“While place we seek, or place we shun, 
The soul finds happiness in none; 


But with our God to guide our way, 
’T is equal to go or stay.”—-Madame Guyon. 


* * * 


I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
cometh my help. Psalm 121: 1 


“With our faint hearts the mountain strives.” 
—James Russell Lowell. 
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bend Oe riations 


The father takes the child’s hand as they cross the 
busy street, not to hinder it but to lead it from danger to 
safety. Our Father leads our wills always and only for 
our good. If we could see how good and wise that lead- 
ing is, we should choose it of our own accord above 
everything clse. It is significant that Jesus’ revelation 
of God emphasized the fatherly attributes. It is care 
that is infinitely tender. 


It is not by fevered labor that beauty of soul is at- 
tained, nor yet by a mind turned in upon itself in con- 
stant self-examination. It is by absorption in something 
so great and lovely that we forget oursclves, and become 
reflectors of that loveliness. “Let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us.” 


Pious wishes alone amount to very little. It was just 
after some fellow-guest at table had remarked, “Blessed 
is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God,” that 
Jesus spoke the parable of warning about the men who 
were too busy to come to the supper. “I pray thee, have 
me excused,” will bring us no share in the blessings of 
the kingdom. 


“If any man willeth to do His will,” said Jesus, “he 
shall know.” The path of service is the path to under- 
standing. Obedience and knowledge go hand in hand. 
Some very inspiring experiences have been related of 
pious women who lacked the training given in colleges 
and universitics but who became wise by the instruction 
that is given by obedience. Happy servants! 


The apostle wrote, “Rejoice evermore.” Then, as if he 
suddenly realized that this was asking too much of 
human nature, he added the one thing that could make 
it possible: “Pray without ceasing.” Constant prayer is 
the only recipe for abiding joy. When one examines the 
action of praying, he sees that it has two forms of in- 
fluence. First it inspires confidence. In prayer we are 
with the Lord. Also we have the reflection of His holi- 
ness falling upon us. 


Transplanting is not always an easy process for people 
any more than for plants. We tend to strike roots wher- 
ever we are; and the longer we grow, the harder to go. 
But those who are “rooted and grounded” in the love of 
God know that His garden is everywhere, and they shall 
find rest therein. 


Mountains were made only under tremendous heat 
and pressure. They are the monuments of agony earth 
once endured, and lived through. It ought to give us 
strength just to look at them. They are as much a 
promise of God to us as any rainbow. “The strength of 
the hills is His also.” 
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The Power of Forgiveness 


A youne Christian working man told me that he lost 
a valued tool from his tool kit and recognized it later in 
the kit of his fellow workman. Being the only Christian 
at work in the room, he felt it incumbent upon him to 
show forgiveness. So he went to the thief and said, “I 
see you have one of my tools, but you can keep it if you 
need it.” Then he went on with his work and put the 
incident out of his mind. During the next two weeks 
the thief three times tried to give the value of the tool 
to its rightful owner—once by offering to give him 
something else of equal value, again by offering his serv- 
ices between hours, and again by slipping money into 
his coat pocket. The incident closed with a lasting 
friendship between the two men because, said the thief, 
“T couldn’t stand being forgiven.”—-Henry Van Dyke. 


Without Measure 


Tue glory of life and the power of it are always in the 
greater giving, the greater loving, a spending of self 
which passes need and caution. “How cautiously,” said 
Wendell Phillips, “we creep into nameless graves, while 
now and then a man forgets himself into immortality.” 
The select company of the unforgotten for whom we 
have built our monuments of bronze or marble, the men 
and women whose memories brood over the centuries, 
have never measured endeavor in little ways; time 
builds no monuments to selfish prudence of vision, cour- 
age or sacrifice—Gaius Glenn Atkins. 


“Every Valley Shall Be Exalted” 


In EveERY little hollow of the hills 
Beauty is flaming—crimson, orange, gold, 
Purple and rose! O year that growest old, 
Tell what consummate artist’s palette spills 
Such colors on thy passing! Glory fills 
The valleys that obscure and humble lay 
All through the summer; now it is their day 
For pomp and triumph, as their Maker wills. 
God grant that when our lives are autumn-chilled, 
When frosts have touched them, and their heights are 
bare, 
Their vales of daily toil may yet be filled 
With warm and cheerful beauty everywhere— 
Flames that shall light our pathway as we go 
Content to meet the winter and the snow! 


THESE FACING PAGES PRESENT 


Doctrines, Persons, or Events ef importance to religion.. 
Sentences for each day quceted from the Bible 
Observations drawn from the day’s Scripture sentence 
Messages of devotional value quoted from contributions.. aa 

During the menth -f November they will be contributed by Mrs. Julius 
F. Seebach, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Tue LUTHERAN’S arrangement of the facing columns 
of Sacred Sentences and Observations rests upon the 
hope that the reader will see in each Scripture text and 
its attached quotation a word from God that can inspire 
a responsive meditation for each day. The observation 
illustrates what the verse meant to Mrs. Seebach. 
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Meet the Oikonomos 


THE LUTHERAN 


The Editor Puts the Forward Flight of Time Into Reverse 


Tue editor confesses that he has been reading fiction 
—the kind of fiction that may have been in the mind 
of Barrie when he devised the character which Maude 
Adams made famous, the boy who never grew up. But 
why not? If Mark Twain can be the Connecticut Yankee 
at the court of King Alfred and thereby give us a view 
of Britain in the days of the Knights of the Round Table; 
if Charles Kingsley can describe the trek of the Teutons 
from Central Europe to the crest of the Alps and depict 
them as looking down upon the culture and civilization 
of Roman Italy; if Dean Swift can visit the land of the 
Lilliputians; why shouldn’t we with our superior media 
of travel be able to make trips into the past—into the 
remote but often dreamed-of past, into the era when our 
Lord was among those who walked the streets of the 
Holy City and conversed with each other concerning the 
duties in which they were engaged. 

We were the more inclined to make this journey be- 
cause we wanted to meet a representative member of a 
craft often spoken of in the teachings of our Lord, and 
doubtless an important factor in the economic and 
cultural life of the apostolic era. The name of the craft 
as it is given in the Greek of the New Testament is 
oikonomos. It really is a title for a person who was a 
necessary part of any well-regulated family in Palestine 
—or, for that matter, in Greece and Rome—at the time 
when the apostles brought to that portion of the earth 
the promises of the gospel. Do not think that the word 
is altogether a stranger to our modern English language. 
We have its child, so to speak—a word that has come to 
us through successive generations and which we might 
find today applied to the head of a great business. Or 
he might occupy an important chair in a great univer- 
sity. Among the editor’s friends at the present moment 
is a man of wide learning and great influence on young 
men who sit in his classrooms, who, when asked to 
describe his vocation, said, “I am an economist.” 
Economy is derived from this old position which was the 
main job of the oikonomos of our Lord’s day. He was 
the manager of a household, of household affairs. When 
you read your New Testament, you will find him re- 
ferred to under the title steward. The word is used 
several times in the inspired writings which deal with 
the God-given duties of the Christian. 


We Go Calling 

If we were to imagine ourselves making a business call 
upon a certain wealthy resident of Jerusalem—such a 
resident as would have his town house in the Holy City 
and who would have vineyards and orchards in the not 
too far-off rural districts—it could very easily happen 
that when we presented ourselves at the door of the 
mansion we would be told, “The master is out of the 
city on a journey.” When we had expressed our dis- 
appointment at having come a long way, we could be 
told, “Perhaps the oikonomos can handle the matter for 
you.” Then a well set-up person would present himself, 
the situation in which the caller was interested would 
be stated, and he would say: “Oh, yes, I am aware of the 
transaction in which the master of the house and you 


are concerned. He has left it in my hands, and the 
probabilities are that you and I can come to an agree- 
ment with reference to it.” We would then enter upon 
the details of what might be a quite complicated matter. 
It would deal with the domestic life of the master’s fam- 
ily, the production of wine in the vineyard and of olives 
in the orchard. It could extend into the marts of trade 
and the exchange of commodities, and the management 
of the business so that a profit would accrue and the 
family would be able to meet the economic and cultural 
demands made upon them. In fact, there would be con- 
nections through which the deepest traditions of nation 
and religion would be of concern—tribute from distant 
lands, pilgrims from remote places to the great national 
feasts, negotiations with foreign rulers and heads of 
estates of pagan lands. In all these transactions not the 
master, but the-oikonomos, the steward, would appear 
with authority. 

He was the man on the spot, in whom the owner 
placed confidence. He was in some respects the key 
man in the complicated social structure of the apostolic 
period. The wide distribution of his duties is indicated 
by words in which the first two syllables of his title, 
oikonomos, figure. His presence means an inhabited 
house, an active business, an orderly management of 
affairs. The New Testament startles one by lifting the 
term to the highest possible level. It came to be used 
in connection with the house of God; that is, with the 
holy Christian Church. 


The English Word Is Steward 

But Palestine’s estates fell victim to conquerors, and 
the Greek language ceased to be the speech of the 
church in Western Europe. We come down the cen- 
turies to Saxon-Norman England and meet Gurth, whom 
Scott has made familiar to us in his work of fiction, 
Ivanhoe. If you could ask him the name of his job, he 
would answer, “I am a stigweard.” If Gurth would then 
interpret the two words which constitute that Saxon 
term, whence our modern word steward is derived, one 
would learn that he was the keeper of the pigs, or the 
watcher over the pigs’ sty. Such is the source of our 
word steward. Certainly “a rose by any other name 
would smell as sweet,” but one can’t help feeling that 
the title, oikonomos, has something about it that lends 
charm superior to what one can give to our word stew- 
ard. We are writing, of course, purely concerning the 
origin of the English term. 

But not so exclusively as to debar us from considera- 
tion of the New Testament content of steward—steward 
in the sense in which the term comes down to us as a 
manager. He is a person who has authority bestowed 
upon him. St. Paul referred to a high privilege which 
had been conferred upon him when he wrote to the 
Corinthians relative to himself: “Let a man so account 
of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God.” And Peter similarly recognizes an 
unparalleled possession that he has received; he writes: 
“As every man hath received the gifts, even so minister 
the same one to another, as good stewards of the mani- 
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fold grace of God.” But it is our Lord Himself Who 
answers the query, “Who then is that faithful and wise 
steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his house- 
hold, to give them their portion of meat in due season?” 
and replies to his question: “Blessed is that servant, 
whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Of 
a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over 
all that he hath.” 


A Much-used Word 


In recent years the churches have had much to say 
with reference to stewardship. At the recent conven- 
tion of the United Lutheran Church in Omaha one 
among the items of business which were considered had 
as its content the announcement of a Committee on 
Stewardship and a program of action of which the 
details have partly been stated in a previous issue under 
the title of the report of the Laymen’s Movement for 
Stewardship. Arthur P. Black, executive secretary of 
the Laymen’s Movement, will have more to say con- 
cerning this plan in coming issues of THe LutHeran. It 
is hoped that practical results will follow to an extent 
not before noticeable in the United Lutheran Church. 

In one of the discussions that took place in Omaha, a 
delegate expressed his dissatisfaction with the word 
steward. When the presiding officer inquired of him, 
“Have you a better word to suggest?” the man hes- 
itated and then answered, “No.” Whereupon the peo- 
ple around him laughed. The laughing, however, was 
a confession rather than an accusation. The feeling has 
existed in the Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship, at 
least in the mind of its secretary, Mr. Black, that we 
have taken the romance out of the qualifications of the 
Christian when he sees himself with respect to the 
affairs committed to him for his management by his 
Lord. He is more like Gurth, the swineherd, than like 
the good steward to whom our Lord pointed in the hear- 
ing of St. Luke, the apostle. Can anyone think of any 
title, so far as management is concerned, that rates 
superior in content to that which is part of the sig- 
nificance of the word which the apostles used and which 
was understood by the Christians of their day and which 
Tue LuTuHerAN has ventured to introduce to its readers— 
oikonomos? It is the noblest office that can be bestowed 
upon a human being. When he is inducted into its per- 
formance, he is aware that God, his Creator, planned 
him to be a little lower than the angels and crowned 
with glory and majesty. 

We have no thought of substituting an ancient Greek 
word for the one which has now become settled in the 
English language. But is it not possible for us to change 
the level on which we have hitherto been apparently 
content to place this term? Why should a man approach 
his stewardship from the point of view of how little he 
can spare year by year, or month by month, or week 
by week in his discharge of the commission that has 
been given him by his Creator and grace to perform 
whose duties is promised him by his Lord? If you are 
familiar with Scott’s novel, Ivanhoe, you will remember 
that the swineherd, Gurth, by attention upon his duties 
to his knightly master, Ivanhoe, eventually achieved his 
freedom. The transformation is not illogical to that 
concerning which this article is being written. If TH 
LuTHERAN could take to the members of the United 
Lutheran Church a message dealing with their conduct 
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as the children of God and stewards of the mysteries of 
God, he would advise them to be less of a swineherd and 
more of an oikonomos. 


TABLOID REPORT OF OMAHA 
CONVENTION 


(Continued from page 5) 


Christians to bear civil office, to sit as judges ... to engage in 
just wars, to serve as soldiers, to make legal contracts, to hold 
property, to make oath .. . save only when commanded to sin; for 
then they ought to obey Ged rather than man.” 

We hold that a justifiable war not only may be possible, but 
that the Christian citizen is in duty bound to bear arms and to 
offer his life if need be in defense of his country. 

We believe that the censcience of the individual, informed and 
inspired by the Word of God, is the final authority in determining 
conduct. (Acts 5:29.) Conscientiousness is one of the essential 
virtues of good citizenship. Therefore, under this evangelical 
principle of freedom of conscience we recognize the individual 
right to conscienticus objection to service in a war. Such recog- 
nition does not imply the Church’s approval of such conscientious 
objection but does proclaim its devotion and respect for the 
Scriptural principle of the supreme moral responsibility of the 
individual censcience. (Acts 5: 29.) As the exponent and defender 
of Christian principle the Church must respect and safeguard the 
right of the Christian in his exercise of that responsibility. The 
obvious difficulties involved, such as the abuse of the principle 
by hypocrites using censcience as a cloak for cowardice. do not 
excuse the Church from its sacred obligation of defending the 
principle at stake. They do challenge the Church to special care 
in judging the spirit and motives cf those who may call upon the 
Church for safeguarding in such a position. They also challenge 
all Christians to a heart-searching study of what the Word of 
God and the witness of the Church teach concerning the duties of 
the Christian citizen to the State. We reiterate that duty to be 
loyal support and service to the nation whose protection and 
benefits he enjoys. 

Therefore we recommend that the United Lutheran Church in 
America provide that communicant members of our churches, 
who are conscientious objectors, may file with the Executive 
Board a written statement as to their position. Such filing shall 
be done through their pastors and the presidents of their synods. 


Contributory Pension Plan adopted, to be put into effect 
when 500 clergymen and their congregations or em- 
ploying agencies shall have applied for admission. The 
plan provides for an annual contribution of five per 
cent of his salary by each pastor and of an equal 
amount by the congregation or salary-paying or- 
ganization served by him. 

Request publication of a book on “Christian Citizenship 
in American Democracy” to educate church people in 
the meaning, privileges and obligations of Christian 
citizenship, and of guiding them in making a Christian 
contribution to the democratic way of life. 

Request Executive Board to study the establishment of 
the office of vice-president of the United Lutheran 
Church. 

Defeat of recommendations on establishing a Commis- 
sion on Theological Education. 

Transfer of responsibility for The Children of the Church 
from the Women’s Missionary Society to the Parish 
and Church School Board. 

Approval of development of program of rural church 
work by the Board of American Missions. 

Approval of statement of the President of the U. L. C. 


condemning appointment of a representative from the 
President of the United States to the Vatican. 


Condemnation of holding novenas by Lutheran congre- 
gations. 


Tentative approval of Louisville, Ky., as the place of the 
1942 U. L. C. convention. 
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THE LUTHERAN 


eACROSS THE “DESK 


THE WEEKLY MAGAZINE T1mME should publish a correc- 
tion of a news story on page 39 of its issue of November 
28. Under the heading, ‘“Ununited Lutherans,” recent 
conventions of two of our general bodies are misrepre- 
sented. The account reminds us of a story assigned for 
origin to the classroom of the great naturalist, Agassiz, 
who asked a student to describe a lobster and was told, 
“A lobster is a red fish that crawls backward.” Mr. 
Agassiz commented that the description was correct 
except in three particulars. “A lobster is not red; it is 
not a fish, and it does not crawl backwards.” 

The “great idea” in the mind of the Time’s reporter 
seems to have been to ridicule the relationships of the 
United and the American Lutheran Churches with ref- 
erence to entering into organic union. It is a primary 
objective of the third largest Protestant group in the 
United States, namely, the Lutherans, to demonstrate 
through more and more common activities the common 
confessions of faith to which all subscribe. But quite 
substantial reasons for continuance of present organiza- 
tions exist, and only prejudiced or poorly informed jour- 
nalists overlook the reality of national origins, linguistic 
expediency, and locations on American soil. There is 
nothing essentially divisive in permitting the gospel of 
eur Lord to be preached in German, Danish, Swedish, 
Norwegian, Finnish, Slovak, Hungarian, Italian, Spanish, 
and English. 

That seventeen different groups of Lutherans are 
noted in a United States census report indicates the 
fact that unity in the faith permits diversity in the lan- 
guage of worship: it also offers proof that in America, 
where freedom to organize for worship is not subject to 
political demands for solidarity, congregations have dem- 
onstrated the reality of this cherished privilege. It is no 
more true to say on the basis of linguistic adaptations 
that there are seventeen different Lutheran “denomina- 
tions” than to subdivide Roman Catholicism because it 
has Italian, German, Polish, French, Spanish, and other 
groups. With them unity is maintained by means of a 
hierarchy. With Lutherans the common tie consists of 
our subscriptions to the same confessions; in particular, 
Luther’s Catechisms and the Augsburg declaration. 
Enough distinction can be found to justify classifying 
us into three more or less well-defined general bodies, 
not into seventeen, and even the three are not correctly 
titled denominations. All of us claim the right to the 
denominational title, Lutheran. 


Merging Not Under Discussion 

A second great error in Time’s report was the asser- 
tion: “Just two of the seventeen groups tried to unite— 
and failed.” The facts are that the conventions were not 
trying to combine their memberships into one general 
body. They: had before them a report formulated by a 
joint commission which was offered as a definition of 
three questions that have long been causes of contro- 
versy. The report was adopted by both bodies. In 
neither was there lack of spirited discussion and at 
neither Omaha nor Detroit was the decision unanimous. 
But certainly the action does not justify the title “Un- 
united Lutherans.” 

And while we are on the subject, we suggest to Time 
that its staff of reporters observe the time-honored prin- 


ciple of good journalism which bans ambiguous refer- 
ences to physical features of persons “in the news.” 


THE OMAHA CONVENTION’S RATING 

From the point of view of transportation expenses, 
the twelfth biennial meeting of the U. L. C. A. was the 
most expensive yet held. But that is of no more sig- 
nificance with reference to the essential value of the 
deliberations than was the fact that the cheapest meet- 
ings were those of Philadelphia in 1932 and of Baltimore 
in 1938. The majority of the members of the United 
Lutheran Church live east of the Appalachian Moun- 
tains, and thus both time and cost are less when eastern 
sites are the scenes of conventions. 

But the rank of a biennial assembly is determined by 
the business transacted and not by the traveling ex- 
penses of the delegates. Certainly the Omaha program 
contained a reasonable quantity of worth-while items. 
The boards and agencies through which the enterprises 
of the church are managed had excellent reports of their 
activities. The volume of their work was favorable, 
compared with the business of previous meetings, and 
in some instances, high spots of efficient administration 
won deserved approval. We know of no important 
activity that was neglected. In two instances, new re- 
sponsibilities were courageously and efficiently under- 
taken, under the titles Board of Social Missions and 
The Children of the Church. When all the factors of 
present-day church work are considered the handling 
of important issues at Omaha entitles the representatives 
of the church to commendation. 


Debates Showed Lack of Agreement 

We have the boldness to refer specifically to two re- 
ports that demonstrated disagreements among the dele- 
gates. One was the group of resolutions which con- 
cerned the conscientious objector to military service. 
The convention’s handling of this very important, just 
now critical, problem we interpret as showing first a 
determination to hear those desiring to express their 
convictions relative to participation in military service 
on the basis of conscience. No such patience would have 
been exhibited in 1918 for example. The abhorrence of 
war's effects on all who become engaged in its operations 
has deepened the determination of our Christian citizens 
to urge the employment of negotiations as long as attacks 
on vital privileges are avoided. But of the state’s au- 
thority to call its citizens to the defense of the civil 
power which has the rule over them, there was no 
serious question at Omaha. Article XVI of the Augs- 
burg Confession was not menaced. 

Relative to the longer and at times more intense 
debate in the report of the commission on relations with 
the American Lutheran Church, we drew two conclu- 
sions. The first is that the delegates preferred to con- 
tinue the friendly policies toward other Lutheran 
groups that were given form at Savannah in 1934 when 
the President of the U. L. C. A. was instructed to invite 
other Lutheran bodies to consider union on the basis 
of the historic confessions of Lutheranism everywhere. 
If fault is to be found with the articles which were 
formulated by theological experts, let the responsibility 
for dissent rest elsewhere than on our U. L. C. A. con- 
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vention. Hence the practically unanimous vote to con- 
tinue the commission and the large majority that were 
willing to consider the points at issue as now subject to 
the definitions reached after prolonged technical dis- 
cussions. 

Resolutions Adopted Form Agreement 

It is our personal conclusion that if Articles I and II 
(see last issue) are taken at their plain and face value, 
no reason exists for dissent with them. It is true that 
they demand of individual Christians non-membership 
in societies “injurious to the Christian faith” and of the 
pastors’ and congregations’ abstention from “indiscrimi- 
nate pulpit and altar fellowship.” It is implied that 
clergymen shall remember the obligation that is theirs 
to set an example in respect to upholding the unique- 
ness of the community of believers and the exclusive- 
ness of the household of the faith. Less than what is 
therein required would subject religious to secular so- 
cieties, and more is not demanded. 

All parties to this agreement must give due value to 
the fact that the U. L. C. A.’s commission was told by 
the American’s representatives that the three points on 
which agreements were reached cover all the existent 
points of difference. If therefore the two conventions 
were competent to reach an agreement (and of course 
they were), then controversies over these three points 
are in order only as reminiscences of the great open 
spaces over which Lutherans in America took occasion 
in the past to spread themselves. During the coming 
biennium pastors’ associations, conferences, and so on, 
even districts, may give time and discussion to the 
articles which were accepted by both conventions but 
the fact of majority approval by both conventions is not 
debatable. It has happened. 

We suggest the injection of realism into the situation 
such as Galileo is supposed to have whispered when 
they forced him to deny his discovery of the earth’s 
relation to the sun. He is credited with saying: “It does 
move just the same.” We have watched with satisfac- 
tion the ever-widening co-operative influence among 
the Lutherans in the United States and Canada. Once 
Tue LUTHERAN published an article on the underground 
associations of our activities. Naming no names and 
dating no meetings, we hinted that diligent search would 
uncover many forms of practical fellowship among us. 
Watch the list of meetings that will occur during the 
coming twelve months, such as the Foreign Missions 
Conference, the Conference of the Lutheran Educational 
Association, the Inner Mission Conference, the Home 
Missions’ Council—to name a few that are continent 
wide. Then whisper about delightful, profitable, but not 
officially reported gatherings of Lutheran clergymen in 
New York, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Toledo, 
Detroit, the twin cities, Los Angeles, and probably many 
areas where common interests have received the com- 
mon attention which their character dictated. 


Theological Compromises with Practical Objectives 

Tue LUTHERAN suggests that theological formulae have 
always been difficult to frame. Agreements often seemed 
to be finally reached when pressure from without upon 
competent scholarship was too great to be disregarded. 
The creed of Nicaea (A. D. 325) was needed by the 
church to avoid weakening the faith of the multitudes. 
Our Augsburg document expressed the convictions of 
people for whom the framers of that document spoke. So 
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now we seem to have reached a time when God ex- 
pects a great common response from the Lutherans in 
the United States and Canada, whereby spiritual care 
will be available for nearly all the mission fields in which 
Lutheran work has become effective. One does not 
easily escape the conclusion that there is a providence 
in the situation which should not be antagonized in 
theological hair splitting, nor by reading into the articles 
of agreement inferences that might cripple their force. 
The conventions’ decisions are facts, we once more say, 
and we suggest that the rank and file of Lutheran con- 
gregations will not think less of their leaders if the 
decision at both conventions is authorized to write Finis 
to any further debates on the relations concerned. 


THE SELECTIONS FOR MILITARY SERVICE 


WE In Philadelphia, and doubtless everywhere in the 
United States, have read in prominent parts of our daily 
papers the manner in which numbers were drawn on 
October 29 by which a group of men have been desig- 
nated to enter into military training for the period of 
one year. A bowl used in 1917 was taken from the shelf 
on which it had rested in Philadelphia for a score of 
years, transported under the escort of a soldier, a sailor, 
and a marine to Washington, and filled with capsules, 
each containing a number. Then, with well-planned 
solemnity, the selection of the first contingent of draftees 
was carried through. The journalists made numerous 
references to a similar ceremony that took place twenty- 
three years ago; to us the comparisons were saddening. 

We do not object to the measures of defense that have 
been prescribed. We agree that nothing less than the 
total military resources of the United States must be 
marshalled in order to insure the Western Hemisphere 
against the possibility of some form of invasion. The 
saddening element is the necessity of rearmament that 
has come upon a peace-loving people. Nothing construc- 
tive can be expected from a relapse into a state of inter- 
national delirium such as it was hoped the bloodletting 
of the World War had cured. We could wish that not 
so much as a bowl used in 1917 was again needed to 
prepare against war. 

THe LUTHERAN recognizes with approval the prompt 
willingness of the churches to maintain the ministry of 
eternal life, not only as usual, but to whatever extra 
extent military training affects its members. The need 
of chaplains has already been learned, and the neces- 
sary arrangements for their release to the government’s 
assignments to duty are in process of establishment. The 
details of this ministry will become evident as the men 
go to the several training camps and navy yards. At 
the same time the plight of “folk at home” will become 
the concern of their fellow believers. 

On one point THe LUTHERAN is competent to make the 
solemn declaration, that as a church and as individual 
Christians we do not approve war as the means of set- 
tling international disputes. Only when principles more 
valuable than life itself are attacked must life be offered 
for their preservation. We have just concluded an elec- 
tion for the presidency of the country in which both of 
the two great political parties declared that democracy 
is at stake and will be crushed unless ample provisions 
for its defense are made promptly available. Let their 
promises be kept in spirit and to the letter, lest the 
wrath of God fall upon them. 
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Jesus’ Concern For Us 


Jesus Emphasizes the Worth of Health and Life 
By D. BURT SMITH 
Luke 7: 2-15. The Sunday School Lesson for November 17 


Jesus’ special concern for all hu- 
manity is the spiritual life; He came to 
seek and save the lost. His mission was 
salvation for all men. However, He 
recognized the value of the physical 
and material well-being of people. He 
did not separate the individual into 
compartments, devoting His attention 
wholly to one part. Jesus’ ministry was 
complete, looking after our entire be- 
ing. He intended us to be symmetrical, 
no part of us getting undue attention 
or development. 

The two miracles of this lesson, one 
at Capernaum and the other at Nain, 
show how concerned He was in restor- 
ing a sick servant to health, and in 
giving a dead man back to his mother 
alive. We transfer His deeds to us and 
conclude that Jesus maintains concern 
for our health and life. He wants us to 
be well and to live out our full num- 
ber of years. He would have disease 
thwarted from causing suffering or 
taking life prematurely. The outstand- 
ing inference for us is that we, too, 
should emphasize keeping well and 
pushing off death as long as we can. 


Health Restored 

Why do we want health? Why worry 
about health? Why spend time and 
money to retain or regain health? Why 
try to avoid disease? The answers are 
so evident as to make the questions 
foolish. Do we pray for health? Are 
we careful to do our part in answering 
the prayer for health? With excesses 
and exposure and the drive of making 
a living and having a good time, we 
seem to make health a secondary con- 
sideration. 

Often it is our concern to have the 
health of others restored. That was the 
case of the centurion for his servant. 
There may have been some selfishness 
in the centurion, for the servant was 
probably valuable, but we like to be- 
lieve he had a humanitarian interest in 
the sick man. To have his health re- 
stored was a noble desire. It was a 
Christian concern, we would say. The 
centurion’s humility impresses us. He 
made a straightforward request; he did 
not command. He laid the matter be- 
fore Jesus, but, after thinking it over, 
realized that he had asked too much. 
Why should Jesus enter his house? He 
was a Gentile, despised by Jews. But 
he had a prudent suggestion. He ap- 
pealed to Jesus’ willingness to help him, 
acknowledging Jesus’ ability to do so. 
His faith was that Jesus could order 


the disease to depart. He thought of 
sickness as a dominance of demons, and 
of demons as being subject to Jesus. 
The centurion commanded men and 
they obeyed. Could not Jesus command 
and the demons obey? This was strange 
but sound reasoning by the centurion, 
since he thought of Jesus’ power as 
militaristic authority, putting Jesus on 
his own level. 

Jesus was not obligated to the cen- 
turion. He had a Jew’s reason for being 
indifferent to this Roman’s request. But 
Jesus was not narrow; He did not re- 
strict His help to people of His race. 
His sympathetic soul had a place for 


‘anybody in need. The faith of the cen- 


turion made Him marvel. He com- 
mended it, and granted the request’ on 
the basis of the centurion’s faith. Jesus 
cured the sick servant. He manifested 
His concern for his health. Jesus en- 
couraged faith to reach out toward 
Him, and then let Him have His way. 


Life Regained 

At Nain Jesus’ heart was touched by 
a sad funeral procession. A widow’s 
grief moved Him to act in her behalf. 
He restored life to her dead son, so 
that he could again be the support of 
his mother. The compassion of Jesus 
impelled Him. He was moved by a de- 
sire to be of help. His help was not in 
joining the weeping procession as a 
sympathetic mourner. His help was in 
stopping the procession and removing 
the cause of grief by restoring life to 


THINK OF THESE 


Jesus did not pose as a great healer; 
miracles of healing were incidental to 
His ministry. 


Jesus heeded the centurion’s appeal; 
we are right in praying for the relief of 
human ills. 


A rare faith makes Jesus marvel; it 
is manifested unexpectedly. 


Too much concern for health and life 
is not. possible. 


God has made the earth the best pos- 
sible for health and life. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

November 11 to 17 
M. The Answer to Faith. Luke 7: 2-10. 
T. Restoring the Dead to Life. Luke 7: 11-17. 
W. Soved by Faith. Luke 7: 35-50. 
Th. The Deeper Healing. Mark 2: 1-12, 
F. The Prodigal Comes to Life. Luke 15: 11-24, 
Sat. The Abundant Life. John 10: 7-10, 
S. Life for Life. John 10: 11-18, 
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the young man. We are amazed at this 
concern of Jesus, and more at His 
power to turn His concern into unex- 
pected help. 

The completeness of this miracle must 
have interested Luke, a physician, when 
he heard about it. Here was something 
that went beyond his medical skill or 
experience; really it was contrary to 
it. But Luke believed in miracles. He 
included the story without apology, and 
with no attempt to explain away the 
miraculous in it. What impressed Luke 
was not the cause of the young man’s 
death but the restoration of his life. To 
regain life was only possible by a 
miracle. Jesus wrought that miracle. 
He gave this young man a chance to 
live longer and continue his usefulness. 
We are not given back life by miracle, 
but we are urged to protect and pre- 
serve life, ours and others, so as to 
live long and be useful. 


THE PEW BIBLE 


Some churches, not many probably, 
have pew Bibles. Churches are ciit- 
icized if there is a scarcity of hymn 
books, but not many worshipers miss 
pew Bibles. The Common Service 
Book, by printing the Epistle and Gos- 
pel “for the day,” may set aside any 
need for a pew Bible. 

Pew Bibles are of little value to the 
congregation unless the service is so 
arranged that there is a call to use the 
Bible in a co-operative or responsive 
act of worship. If there is no specific 
use for pew Bibles, why have them? 
To have pew racks filled with Bibles 
bespeaks no greater reverence for the 
Scriptures than not to have them, if 
there is no use made of them. It still 
is an open question whether the wor- 
shiper is profited more by “following” 
as the minister reads the lessons than 
by concentrating on what he hears 
read. Of course this implies that the 
lesson is read well, that the worshiper 
can hear well and is already reasonably 
acquainted, if not familiar, with what 
the Scripture says. 

We believe there should be at least 
some pew Bibles available, and that 
those who may want, or need, them 
should be encouraged and helped to use 
them. This would probably make 
necessary certain adjustments in the 
order of service; it surely would if the 
use of the pew Bibles is not to be 
awkward and probably somewhat dis- 
turbing. Where a course in Bible read- 
ing, or Bible study, takes the place of 
the sermon, there must either be pew 
Bibles or people must bring their own. 
It seems rather foolish to legislate, or 
even make strong suggestions, on this 
matter of pew Bibles, but it may be 
worth thinking about. 


a November 6, 1940 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JOHN Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


A GOOD STEWARD— 


Lives to Serve 
Luke 22: 25-27 


SERVICE is not something added to 
Christianity. It is like the fruit on the 
tree, out of the life of the tree. It is the 
proof that the tree is healthy, fulfilling 
its purpose. 

Faith is the life of the tree. “Faith 
without works ‘is dead.” Some seek to 
have service without faith. They boast 
of this service as though proving that 
God was not to be considered as essen- 
tial to wholesome living. The very 
pride they have in their good lives is 
evidence that their lives are not as 
good as they believe. Work-righteous- 
ness is ugly, egotistical, practical 
atheism. Those who seek a service 
without a religion to motivate it, could 
never be good stewards. They are not 
managing their lives for God, the 
owner, but for themselves, as though 
their lives were their very own. 

Real Christian service is founded in 
faith and love. It receives its life from 
them as surely as the fruit receives its 
life- from the sap of the tree. We are 
saved by grace, through faith. We 
serve out of the love that this salvation 
awakens in our hearts. 


A Centered Life 


Life that finds its chief outlet in serv- 
ice is néver aimless and vacillating. It 
has purpose, a purpose that touches 
every area of life. Many years ago 
Samuel Zane Batten wrote, “When men 
see that they may work in behalf of 
the Kingdom by the way they run their 
factories, make laws, edit newspapers, 
pay wages, mine coal, plow fields, a 
great change will come over the life 
and thought of the world. The mechanic 
may be as necessary to the Kingdom 
of God as the preacher; and the mer- 
chant may yet play as important a part 
as the missionary.” 

Those who live to be served, live 
aimless lives. That is not such a para- 
dox as it seems. A self-centered life is 
really uncentered. Self is such a bund/e 
of ever-changing desires that life keyed 
to self is scattered. In seeking self- 
satisfaction a man loses his only op- 
portunity for a satisfying life. Losing 
self, forgetting self, is the only assur- 
ance of finding self. The good steward 
centers his life in the good of his Mas- 
ter. Thus does he find happiness. 

Are you satisfied with your life? Is 
it full of zest, full of joy? If you are 


a Christian, life should be like that. 
Serving others for Jesus’ sake is the 
secret of the truly happy life. 


A Free Life 


The freedom of the life of a steward 
lay in the measure of his devotion to 
his master. If he were bound to the 
owner by ties of loyalty and love, he 
could do as he pleased, for he would 
always please to do that which was for 
the good of the owner. This is the 
secret of Christian freedom. 

Sin is slavery. It assures failure. Sin 
is undisciplined. It is anarchy. It leads 
us to confusion, disillusionment, death. 
The young man who demanded his in- 
heritance of his father wanted to live 
his own life. He ended his search for 
freedom, competing with the swine for 
food. He found freedom when he re- 
turned to his father’s house and put 
himself under his father’s discipline 
again. 

His hometown paper wrote to Bobby 
Jones in the the days of his greatest 
triumph, “Our master of golf has first 
mastered himself.” The steward makes 
good when he has no greater desire 
than the desire to please the owner. 
For the sake of the master he will lay 
his daily plans carefully, he will work 
early and late, and he will forget him- 
self in his desire to make good. There 
is no sacrifice in that. It is what he 
most wants to do. 

Has Christianity taken the tension 
out of your life? Are you a good stew- 
ard because you love Christ? Will you 
seek your fullest freedom in seeking to 
know and do God’s will? 


A Consecrated Life 


The life of service must be wholly 
consecrated. This means that all of life 
belongs to the Master. Dr. William 
DeWitt Hyde wrote in one of his books 
of philosophy, “Do you include the 
sanctity of the home, the peace and 
purity of family life, the dignity and 
welfare of every man and woman, the 
honest birthright of every child as a 
part of the social end at which you 
aim? If you do, you are a noble and 
honorable man. If you do not, you are 
a disgrace to the mother that bore you 
and the home that reared you.” Dr. 
Hyde lays the emphasis in the right 
place. There can be no reservations in 
Christian love or in Christian service. 

All talents and all tasks are included 
in this greater consecration to Christ. 
The good steward will do anything that 
he can do for the good of the owner. 
Every talent he possesses will be de- 


voted to his master. He will not say, 
“I was not made a steward of this prop- 
erty to dig ditch or to plow fields.” If 
emergency arises you will find the good 
steward, coat off, sleeves rolled up, do- 
ing any kind of task that needs doing. 
Do we need more of that kind of stew- 
ardship in our churches? 

It always seems more important to 
do the big things than the little things. 
Stewardship demands attention to little 
things as well as to the big things. The 
little leaks empty the reservoir, little 
inefficiencies bankrupt the business. 
The master always recognizes faithful- 
ness to little tasks. 

Don’t you think the epitaph of Adam 
Clark the kind of life motto for you? 
His monument carries a candle, almost 
burned out, and these words: “In living 
for others, I am burned away.” 


The Contented Life 


Contentment is not found outside of 
the will of God. Happiness comes when 
we fulfill our life purpose. God has a 
plan for each life. — 

We do not need to scheme for suc- 
cess. The mad rush about us promises 
no permanent results. The lines of 
worry on the faces of the men and 
women we know are unnecessary. The 
early days of depression taught some 
people that a life of careful planning 
and of much selfdenial could not in- 
sure security. Guaranteed mortgages 
could be wiped out as quickly as bank 
accounts. He who lives to serve has 
no cause for concern about the future. 
The good steward knows that the mas- 
ter will look after his security. 

Are you too much concerned with 
making things work out to insure your 
future? Are you one of the hustling 
throng full of smart schemes whereby 
you can come out a little better than 
your neighbors? Is life nerve-racking; 
a competitive battle for the top? Listen 
to the wisdom of the birds: 

“Said the robin to the sparrow, 
‘T should really like to know, 
Why the anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so.’ 
Said the sparrow to the robin, 
T think that it must be 
That they have no heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me.’” 
* * * * 


To Leavers: Topic date, November 
17. Discuss: 1. Impression without ex- 
pression is pure waste. 2. Compare 
Galatians 2:16 and James 2: 24. 3. 
Have we stressed service enough in 
the Lutheran Church? Next, What It 
Means to “Support My Church.” 
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OPEN LETTERS 


BULLETIN SERVICE 
COMMENDED 


September 27, 1940 
Dear Editor: 

A worp of praise and commendation 
is the least any pastor could say about 
the splendid Bulletin Service which has 
been instituted by the Board of Pub- 
lication. It is one of the many, yet one 
of the most significant, progressive steps 
which the U. L. C. A. has made since 
its organization. 

As I was printing the weekly bulletin 
the thought occurred to me that this 
bulletin service has far greater impor- 
tance and significance than just some- 
thing new and unique; it has a deeper 
underlying meaning. For me it is a 
further expression of the unity of the 
U. L. C. A. and a definite channel 
through which that spirit can be pre- 
served. It is one more step toward a 
greater unified, or rather uniform, Lu- 
theran Church in America. If the Com- 
mon Service has been one of the factors 
which helped the consummation of the 
merger of the General Synod, the Gen- 
eral Council, and the United Synod of 
the South into the United Lutheran 
Church, a uniform bulletin service 
ought to make for increased harmony 
and interest in our Church. In essence 
it creates a more concentrated feeling 
of “oneness.” That is the spirit needed 
today among the Lutheran people of 
America. 

Every Lutheran pastor ought to se- 
cure these bulletins for his people. It 
is a splendid opportunity to circulate 
the printed word. 

Rawpu I, SHOCKEY. 


MIGHTY GLAD YOU CAME! 


Hooper, Nebraska 

THE twelfth biennial convention of 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica is over. But as the old saying goes, 
the memory still lingers on. ‘“We’re 
mighty glad you came to Omaha; and 
we who live and labor west of the Mis- 
sissippi are happy over the apprecia- 
tion manifested by our eastern breth- 
ren. For the comments concerning the 
work of Midland College and Western 
Seminary, and the hard and labored ef- 
forts of our pastors in their respective 
fields for all kind words you said, we 
say, ‘Thank you!’” 

Our earnest prayer is that after hav- 
ing witnessed our earnest endeavors on 
the frontier of our United Lutheran 
Church, you will share more deeply the 
fostering of our work in this western 
territory. There is now a closer bond 
of brotherhood, and a sincere satisfac- 


tion on our part that we are not alone 
out here. But as a great united church 
we are doing our part for Christ and 
His church. 

Your coming as a convention to 
Omaha reminds me of the story of one 
of our early Nebraska pioneers. It 
seems that he wrote to an eastern 
friend asking him to come and see the 
vast western country. Patiently through 
the years the man waited for his friend 
to come. Finally he came; but in the 
meantime the western man experienced 
the hardships of a new land being 
wrested from the virgin sod. Drought, 
grasshoppers, prairie fires and Indians, 
all were endured. One day after a great 
prairie fire had taken the results of the 
hard efforts of the man’s cultivation, 
his friend came. The easterner rode up 
to the sodhouse expecting to be greeted 
by a dejected and sad man. To his sur- 


, prise he heard only the brave and tried 


expression of the westerner, “Mighty 
glad you came.” We of the western 
portion of the Church have had varied 
experiences but we were able to say to 
our Church’s convention, “Mighty glad 
you came.” To meet together gave us 
determination and heart to carry on as 
future opportunities may require. 

No more can it be said that the 
United Lutheran Church is an eastern 
body with important work in the west. 
The horizon has been extended, and we 
trust also the vision of the future of the 
Church’s work out here. The history 
of our Church reveals that we have a 
message and a mission to all sections 
of our great United States. and our 
neighboring sister country, Canada. We 
cannot deny so great a history as ours. 
Westward the course of United Lu- 
theranism must find its way. The man 
of Macedonia who has been calling, has 
been “the men” who have called from 
the prairies and the mountains and from 
the far western coast, “Come over into 
the western lands and help us.” The 
Omaha convention has been your an- 
swer, and we’re mighty glad you came. 
It has meant so much to all of us. 

WILLARD W. ALEXANDER. 


PUBLICITY THROUGH 
CACHETS 


Tue first series of cachets to be of- 
ficially sponsored by the Publicity 
Committee of the United Lutheran 
Church in America to mark one of its 
conventions has been scattered abroad 
over the earth! The idea upon which 
the writers worked for a year seems 
to have “gotten across,” if the response 
to the announcement of the issuance of 
these covers is any indication. 
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Twenty-five hundred of the souvenir 
covers were printed; six hundred each 
for the opening day of the convention 
and the “mass meeting for youth,” and 
thirteen hundred for the closing day. 
These latter were released simulta- 
neously from Omaha; Madison, Va.; and 
Seattle, Wash. The first two issues in 
the series went out from the conven- 
tion city. 

The feeling that the idea and its ex- 
ecution would yield the church wider 
publicity because of the interest of so 
many people throughout the world in 
stamp collecting was justified by the 
fact that over four hundred letters re- 
questing one or all of the covers 
awaited the sub-committee on its ar- 
rival in Omaha the Monday before the 
convention opened. The supply of the 
first two covers in the series was 
quickly exhausted, so that at present 
there are_no extra copies. The third 
in the series has likewise been popular. 


Widespread Requests 

From all over the United States, from 
Canada, from Hawaii and from Guate- 
mala came requests for the covers. 
From physicians, school children, 
rabbis, grandmothers, engineers and 
young people came requests, many for 
the full set, others only for the first 
day’s issue, still others for copies which 
the church’s president, Frederick H. 
Knubel, D.D., had autographed. Pen- 
nies stuck on with scotch tape, nickles 
fastened to the letters with adhesive 
tape, dimes carelessly slipped into the 
envelope, all came to “pay the freight” 
on a cover back to the sender. The re- 
quests appeared on all kinds of paper, 
and in everything from the neatly 
typed letter of the experienced typist 
to the uncertain scrawl of the school 
child. In addition to the places men- 
tioned above, the covers were sent to 
places as far away as Switzerland and 
Australia. 

Prominent men of the Church, Drs, 
W. H. Greever, H. H. Bagger, Stanley 
Billheimer, Andreas Bard, Earnest 
Trabert, the Rev. F. E. Reinartz, and 
others, assisted with suggestions for 
the designs on the covers, and in the 
preparation of the material on the 
stuffing sheets. Thanks to them, to the 
church periodicals and to the stamp 
editors of papers all over the United 
States, as well as in Canada, for with- 
out their co-operation the venture could 
hardly have succeeded. 

The possibilities for more widely pub- 
licizing the Church and her work raise 
the hope for future issues to bring an- 
niversaries and other occasions in the 
many-sided life of the Church to the 
attention of an ever-growing circle of 
persons the world around. 

Brew Patten WEIDT. 
Witiram C. J. WEIDT. 
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ALLEGHANY CONFERENCE 
NEWS 


By the Rey. Ralph W. Birk 


Two Youth Conferences in our ter- 
ritory certainly proved the value of 
such programs, and found a ready re- 
sponse on the part of the young people. 
Thursday evening, September 19, the 
Rev. F. E. Reinartz of Philadelphia led 
such a conference in Second Church, 
Altoona, the Rev. C. H. Hershey pas- 
tor. Pastor R. C. Shindler of Fourth 
Church, Altoona, assisted Mr. Reinartz 
in the session. It was a banner evening 
with approximately 500 young folks 
representing the various Lutheran con- 
gregations of Huntingdon, Bedford and 
Blair counties. 

The following evening Pastor Rein- 
artz was at First Church, Johnstown, 
Dr. G. W. Nicely pastor, where an- 
other such conference was conducted. 
It was another success in this great 
movement to instill into the younger 
members of our congregations the 
sacredness and importance of the Con- 
firmation Service. Close to 800 per- 
sons were present at the Johnstown 
conference to represent the Lutheran 
constituency of Somerset and Cambria 
counties. Pastor Martin Foutz of 
Friedens assisted in this conference. 

The real value of these meetings 
comes as we follow through with the 
course of instruction, “Youth’s Faith 
in Action.” It was an inspiration to see 
so many pastors and church council- 
men accompanying the young blood of 
the church to such gatherings. 

A representative group of Luther 
Leaguers of the Altoona District met in 
annual session in St. Luke’s Church, 
Roaring Spring, the Rev. C. E. Naugle 
pastor, September 28. Eldon Mc- 
Cracken, the district president, was in 
charge of the convention. There was a 
discussion forum in the afternoon fol- 
lowed by an evening banquet. The ses- 
sion closed with a Vesper Service, at 
which time the group was addressed 
by Pastor J. W. Deutchlander. “ 

Many worth-while activities of our 
Luther Leaguers slip by without much 
comment, but every pastor knows how 
helpful these young people of the 
church can be. The League of First 
Church, Windber, is a good example. 
Pastor Ralph Shockey informs us that 
his League is really active. Recently 
this group presented a beautiful missal 
stand to the church and has now un- 
dertaken a campaign for new subscrip- 
tions to THE LUTHERAN. This congre- 
gation has 11 per cent of its confirmed 
membership subscribing to this official 
weekly journal of the U. L. C. A. 


Co-operation Counts 
Mt. Olivet Congregation of the Sink- 
ing Valley Charge, the Rev. A. C. Lam- 


bert pastor, held an outstanding serv- 
ice the afternoon of September 15. This 
was a rededication service marking the 
completion of a program of improve- 
ments which has been under way since 
1936. This congregation, numbering 
twelve communicants at that time, now 
numbers thirty-three and deserves 
much credit for the accomplished im- 
provements. This church, situated five 
miles southeast of Altoona in a beau- 
tiful mountainous section, has been 
changed from a neglected, unattractive 
building to one of real rustic beauty. 
In 1936 the people started to work 
toward thoroughly renovating the 
church. This work, done largely by in- 
dividuals of the congregation and com- 
munity, has continued since that date. 
Due to the willing help of interested 
persons the major expense to date has 
been for necessary materials. In 1936 
the building committee spent $11, in 
1937—$783, in 1938—$562, in 1939—$481. 
During the past year the entire in- 


’ terior of the church has been finished 


and a new heating system is under con- 
tract. Here is another of our small con- 
gregations showing what can be done by 
willing hands and hearts. 

The service of rededication was in 
charge of the pastor with many friends 
from Altoona and neighboring com- 
munities present. Dr. E. L. Manges of 
Huntingdon, who is president of the 
Alleghany Conference, performed the 
act of rededication. Pastor M. J. Ross 
of Friends Cove, Bedford County, a 
former pastor, preached the sermon. 
Pastors Paul L. Reaser and Fred R. 
Greninger participated in the service. 

An evidence of the friends this church 
has was revealed when Mr. Alex Miller, 
a faithful member of St. John’s Church 
in the Valley, presented this energetic 
congregation with a gift of $100. Mr. 
Miller recently established a $1,000 en- 
dowment fund at St. John’s. 


Rededication at King 

September 22 was a happy day for 
the people of St. Mark’s Lutheran and 
Reformed congregations at King, Bed- 
ford County. Dedication services fol- 
lowed the completion of a program of 
improvements. During the past months 
an addition was built to the church to 
provide space for the proper seating of 
the choir. This now allows for the 
utilization of the space formerly used 
by the choir for an appropriate chan- 
cel, An altar, pulpit, lectern, altar 
cross and vases, new lights and carpet 
have been added, Interior walls and 
woodwork, together with exterior 
woodwork, have been refinished and 
painted, thus giving the edifice an en- 
riched atmosphere of worship. 

The services of the day began with 
a Communion Service in the morning 
and two services of rededication in the 
afternoon and evening. The afternoon 
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service was in charge of Pastor Lester 
J. Karschener of the Lutheran congre- 
gation and Pastor Gerald W. Dieter of 
the Reformed congregation. The sermon 
was delivered by the writer, who served 
this field for five and one-half years. 
The services of the day concluded with 
a Vesper Service at which the Rev. 
Harry Carolus of the Greenfield Re- 
formed Church preached the sermon. 

The total cost of these improvements 
was something over $1,000. Although 
small in numbers these congregations 
have a will to work and now have most 
of this amount raised. 


Salem Church of the Bellwood 
Charge, the Rev. R. P. Knoebel pastor, 
has been busy this past summer mak- 
ing improvements inside and outside 
the building. A new furnace has been 
installed, the interior of the auditorium 
renovated, the old interior flues have 
been replaced by an exterior flue, a 
sidewalk has been laid in front of the 
church, shrubbery has been planted 
about the building, and the men of the 
church are now planting a lawn around 
the church. The total cost of improve- 
ments has been over $500, almost all of 
which has been paid. 


Trinity Church, Johnstown, the Rev. 
Roy J. Meyer pastor, is again able to 
use the basement of its building after 
making extensive improvements entail- 
ing the expenditure of $1,000. The old 
wooden floor, soaked several times with 
flood waters and worn with the tramp- 
ing of many feet, has been replaced 
with one of cement under which an 
adequate system of drainage has been 
provided. All walls and woodwork of 
the basement have been given a fresh 
coat of paint, much of this work being 
done by the men of the congregation. 


With the summer months now a thing 
of the past both the Johnstown and 
Altoona Lutheran Ministerial Associa- 
tions have begun monthly activities for 
the year. Monday, September 9, the 
Johnstown group met to hear a paper 
on “The Church and Its Young Peo- 
ple,” presented by Pastor Elwood 
Hauser of Boswell. The Altoona group 
began its program the morning of Sep- 
tember 23 with Pastor KE. K. Rumberger 
of Curwensville presenting a paper on 
“The Liturgy of Our Church and Prac- 
tical Helps in Its Introduction.” 


The recent death of Professor H. S. 
Fleck, a faithful member and worker 
of First Church, Tyrone, has taken a 
most helpful and loyal layman from our 
midst. He was always interested in the 
work of Christendom. At one time he 
was Superintendent of Schools of Blair 
County and was well known in this 
area. Just last year he was honored by 
his fellow church members by being 
elected an honorary member for life of 
the church council. 
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“WHY I CAME WEST” 


Dr. W. E. Crouser Answers “The 
Lutheran’s” Inquiry 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

You ask me to tell “what led me to 
accept a call on the edge of the Pacific 
Ocean” and to relate some of my ex- 
periences in my western ministry of 
thirty-eight years. Your question in- 
fers that I was “led,” so I shall imme- 
diately identify the leader. Like most 
historic movements, there was a girl 
in it. The pastor of my high school days 
had a daughter. I loved him no less 
for her sake. While I was struggling 
with higher mathematics in Susque- 
hanna University, she was basking in 
the sunshine of 
California. 
When she re- 
turned to the 
East the cold 
winters couldn’t 
do anything to 
her enthusiasm 
for the wide- 
open spaces of 
the Pacific 
Coast. During 
my seminary 
years I watched 
the blue skies 
of California 
reflected in her eyes, until I heard the 
breakers of the Pacific in my day 
dreams. She wouldn’t marry me unless 
I would promise to ask Dr. A. Stewart 
Hartman, the genial secretary of the 
Home Mission Board, to send us to 
California. 

I did. and she did, and he did. 

At first the careful secretary was a 
bit cautious. When I declined two calls 
to self-supporting congregations in 
New York state, and accepted a call to 
a struggling mission in one of the 
rapidly growing cities of the same state, 
he apparently admired our nerve but 
questioned seriously our good judg- 
ment. Four years of this made us ad- 
venturesome. Late in May as we 
emerged from behind the extra storm 
doors with which a sympathetic coun- 
cil had tried to shut out the wintry 
blasts, my companion and our little son 
(now the popular pastor of one of our 
progressive churches in California), 
went with friends to California. 


The Wife Heard It First 

I wrote Dr. Hartman and again ap- 
plied for work on the Pacific Coast. His 
reply was prompt and very courteous. 
He mentioned a California city where 
work would soon be started and asked 
me to be patient. In the meantime my 
wife spent a week-end in San Jose and 
on Sunday morning attended the 
preaching service in Grace Lutheran 
Chureh. Imagine her thrill that morn- 
ing when she sat there and listened to 
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the pastor present his resignation to 
take effect in one month. She sent me 
a message and I sent a telegram to Dr. 
Hartman. It was the first intimation 
he had that a pastoral change was to 
be made. He wrote me to get ready to 
go to California within a few weeks, 
assuring me that the Board was back 
of me. He said he was recommending 
me to the San Jose mission, and there 
was not the slightest doubt in his mind 
as to what the congrégation would do. 
_ I followed his directions, met my wife 
and son in San Jose on a Friday morn- 
ing, preached for the people of Grace 
Church on Sunday morning and was 
unanimously elected to the pastorate 
within thirty minutes after the bene- 
diction had been pronounced. At that 
time I was six feet tall and weighed 
130 pounds. The clinching argument in 
my favor that day was stated by a 
faithful lady who said, “Always take 
a lean hound for a long chase.” Well, 
it has been a long chase but the hound 
has taken on weight, due either to the 
genial climate of the coast or to a let- 
up in speed. 


Twenty-seven Years Ago 

After a pleasant pastorate for nearly 
seven years, we went to the First Lu- 
theran Church of San Francisco. Then 
seven years later the congregation of 
Grace Church, without our knowledge 
or consent, requested our return. 
Thirty-one years in the same pulpit 
have been a happy experience. 

The girlish enthusiasm for California 
long ago ripened into the ardent affec- 
tion which became epidemic in the 
family. 

The leopard hasn’t anything on us. 
He is not the only one that cannot 
change his spots. 

We have found life on the Pacific 
Coast free and happy. Tradition is not 
strong. Initiative is unhampered. Ad- 
venture is encouraged. Prestige is weak. 
Ability is recognized. Fellowship is 
wholesome. A flood of pleasant mem- 
ories sweep up out of the past thirty- 
eight years, but they are too volum- 
inous to record. 

The synod was eleven years old when 
we came. I am now a member of the 
committee that is planning for its 
Golden Jubilee next year. I was the 
first secretary of the Northern Con- 
ference and wrote the constitution. The 
District Luther League was organized 
in my church at the call of my young 
people. There is not an active pastor 
in the Northern Conference who was 
here when we came. There are but 
two in the entire synod: Dr. John E. 
Hoick of Los Angeles, and Dr. Herbert 
J. Weaver of Huntington Park. 

I have seen more than 100 pastors in 
the San Jose churches come and go. I 
have been preaching to a continuous 
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procession, but many now are begin- 
ning to stick. They come from almost 
every state in the Union, all types and 
shades of Lutherans; and how to re- 
ceive them and mould them into a go- 
ing concern is our problem. A good 
percentage of our membership on the 
coast was not originally Lutheran; in 
most cases the nucleus was. The appeal 
of the unchurched in California was a 
strong factor in the minds of the old 
boards. Our work has been more or 
less evangelistic, of a type that is being 
appreciated. 


Sympathetic Officials 

As to the attitude of the general sec- 
retaries and the members of the boards 
in the days gone, I believe they were 
quite sympathetic with their mission- 
aries. They believed it required a dis- 
tinct type of man to fit into conditions 
on the coast; and they were quite right. 
It-is-needless to say they were fre- 
quently mistaken in their judgment of 
men. 

In the preparation of the history of 
the past fifty years, we have uncovered 
several serious errors, but in general 
the entire set-up reveals a very wise 
and far-sighted policy. That they were 
not very anxious to assist in the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of missions 
using other than the English language 
is quite correct, and the records vin- 
dicate their judgment. The men who 
organized the California Synod were 
of a superior type, and the synod has 
been maintained and developed by men 
of vision and energy. Today the af- 
fairs of the synod are in the hands of a 
group of noble young men, 20 per cent 
of whom are native, two of whom are 
sons of our California pastors. Much 
more could be said, but I fear I have 
already written too much for your 
space. 

Sincerely yours, 
W. E. Crouser. 


DIVISIONS IN THE CHURCH 
(Continued from page 9) 


sary to a right understanding of it. In 
other words, are there reasons to be- 
lieve that they were biased, and not 
fully responsive to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit in regard to the point at 
issue? We would therefore question 
whether many of these divisions over 
doctrine are not the result of the rash- 
ness of men rather than the leading of 
the Holy Spirit. 


Different Word Values 
Again there are divisions in the 
church over points of doctrine which 
consist more in a different use of words 
than in anything else. We must all con- 
fess that we cannot fully comprehend 
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some of the things taught in the Bible, 
and yet we demand that these doc- 
trines be stated in words of our choos- 
ing. One naturally wonders if such 
insistence is right in God’s sight. 

As regards church methods and prac- 
tices, it is evident that the various 
ideas of men cannot all be adopted in 
one church. Some, for instance, desire 
a very formal service, while to others 
so much formality is very objection- 
able. Often men are decided in their 
preferences and find it very hard to 
adjust themselves to customs not to 
their liking. In large places, separate 
churches may provide one solution of 
the problem; but is there not a solu- 
tion that would permit a united church 
in small places? That methods and 
practices are not essentials, except as 
they express doctrines, is something 
every Christian should realize. We 
should realize that yielding our own 
personal preferences in such matters 
is a profitable exercise of the Christian 
spirit—it develops unselfishness. 


Too Sure of Themselves 
Unfortunately, in many church 
groups there are some who insist on 


having their own way. On the other 
hand, the more deeply spiritual are the 
ones more ready to yield in matters 
where yielding is possible. Thus it is 
not the most Christlike counsels that 
prevail. What is needed is the taking 
of our problems to God in prayer, and 
making sure that He is guiding in these 
matters of the church. If this were made 
the regular practice of the church, there 
would be less division. It is hardly 
conceivable that since Christ prayed 
repeatedly “that they all may be one,” 
so many divisions are the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Without doubt the great 
underlying cause of most divisions is 
too much self, too much dependence on 
our own wisdom, and too little waiting 
on the Holy Spirit for His guidance. 
In I Cor. 8:1 we read, “Knowledge 
puffeth up but love edifieth.” 


In Extreme Cases 

But is it possible that any of the 
present divisions in the church are 
justifiable? Undoubtedly some are. 

Paul in his missionary journeys 
usually went to the Jewish synagogues 
first. But repeatedly, when dissensions 
arose he separated himself from them. 
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There are doctrines of the Christian 
religion so vital that we cannot work 
harmoniously with those who deny 
them. We would mention especially 
the doctrine of the divine Christ and 
His vicarious atonement. 

Again there may be cases in which 
the leadership of the church has fallen 
into hands of men so lacking in the 
Christian spirit, so worldly in their out- 
look, cases in which all efforts for bet- 
ter conditions have failed, that true 
Christians are justified in forming sep- 
arate church organizations. 

In Christ’s prayer He prayed, “Holy 
Father, keep them in Thy name which 
Thou hast given me, that they may be 
one.” In other words, our union with 
our heavenly Father, if realized as it 
should be, will make us one. 

In Romans 5: 5 we read, “The love 
of God hath been shed abroad in our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit which 
hath been given us. Love to God is the 
great bond that draws us together and 
makes us one, therefore the remedy for 
a divided church. 

Christ is asking us the same search- 
ing question He asked Peter, “Lovest 
thou me?” 


AN “ABOUT FACE” AT OMAHA 


Once during the business sessions of the twelfth Convention of the United Lutheran Church the 
delegates turned back to face a camera in the gallery 
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DR. GIFT RETIRES 


Head of Baltimore Motherhouse Completes 
Twenty-nine Years of Service 


Foster U. Gift, D.D., of the Lutheran 
Deaconess Motherhouse and Training 
School of Baltimore, Md., has retired 
from active service as Superintendent 
of Instruction 
and Associate 
Pastor. Dr. 
Gift’s retire- 
ment began 
with the open- 
ing of the 
school session 
in September. 
This meant 
the relin- 
quishing of a 
connection 
that had been 
long and fruit- 
ful. Upon his 
retirement the 
position of Superintendent of Instruc- 
tion was merged with that of Pastor of 
the Motherhouse, for the present. For 
twenty-nine years Dr. Gift served the 
Church through his official relationship 
with the Motherhouse, for which the 
Church is grateful and appreciative. 

Dr. Gift came into official connection 
with the Motherhouse in Baltimore in 
1911, when he was called to become 
Superintendent of Instruction upon the 
death of Dr. Freas. Finding it impos- 
sible to accept the call for full-time 
work, Dr. Gift became Superintendent 
of Instruction for part time, teaching 
several hours each week. In this man- 
ner he gave valuable service to the 
Motherhouse and at the same time con- 
tinued as pastor of his Baltimore con- 
gregation. During this time he also 
served as Assistant Pastor of the 
Motherhouse, rendering all necessary 
service in emergency. For ten years Dr. 
Gift served in this capacity, with sac- 
rifice to himself and a great saving to 
the Board. 


DR. FOSTER U. GIFT 


Course for Christian Workers 


As the work at the Motherhouse in- 
creased Dr. Gift accepted the call in 
1922 to become full-time Superinten- 
dent of Instruction; this was done with 
the understanding that a two-year 
course for Christian workers be added 
and that a weekday school under the 
direction of the Superintendent and 
Training Sister be conducted. This has 
proven to be a wise move and many 
have been trained for more effective 
leadership in congregations, as well as 
many young women having received 
training which has prepared them for 
secretarial positions in congregations. 
In all these activities Dr. Gift’s per- 
sonality and ability have been evident. 

Dr. Gift came to his work at the 


Motherhouse with a splendid back- 
ground, having been educated in some 
of our outstanding educational institu- 
tions. Many years after he had entered 
the ministry he did special work at the 
University of Pennsylvania; Biblical 
Seminary, New York; Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York; and Union The- 
ological Seminary, New York City. One 
of the sources of his inspiration for the 
Deaconess work came through his as- 
sociation as assistant pastor to Dr. G. U. 
Wenner in Christ Church, New York 
Citys 
As an Author 


Dr. Gift has expressed his splendid 
scholarship not only in his immediate 
connection with the training and teach- 
ing in the Motherhouse, but also in his 
publications, which have been accorded 
a hearty welcome throughout the 
Church. In 1924 Dr. Gift published a 
“Compendium on Christian Doctrine”; 
in 1926, “Weekday Religious Educa- 
tion”; in 1928 another splendid volume 
came from his pen, “The Ministry of 
Love.” His last publication was in 
1933, when “The Handbook of Psy- 
chology” was given to the Church and 
became a profitable book for educa- 
tional institutions. 

In addition to his strenuous activities 
as pastor of progressive congregations, 
and as pastor and Superintendent of 
Instruction of the Motherhouse and 
Training School, Dr. Gift was in de- 
mand as lecturer and instructor in 
Summer Schools for Church Workers 
and other gatherings. He visited synods 
as well as the general bodies, present- 
ing the work always dear to him. 

In his retiring the Church will miss 
his presence in many conventions, also 
his active and profitable service. The 
Deaconess Board, the Motherhouse 
family, and the entire Church wish for 
Dr. Gift the continuance of good health 
and the enjoyment of many years of 
well-earned rest. With Mrs. Gift he is 
occupying an attractive apartment near 
the Motherhouse. There both these val- 
uable servants of the Church may keep 
a close contact with the institution and 
Home that has for so long been dearest 
to their hearts. L. A. THomas. 


WEST PENN NOTES 
By the Rev. Paul Levi Foulk 


The Rev. Kenneth D. James, pastor 
of the New Chester Charge, has re- 
ceived and accepted a call to become 
pastor of St. John’s Church near Lit- 
tlestown. Mr. James, a native of Han- 
over, was graduated from Gettysburg 
Seminary, and has served the New 
Chester Charge three years. He will 
succeed the Rev. A. R. Longanecker, 
who retired recently. This is a fine 
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promotion for an energetic young pas- 
tor who has done a good work in a 
rural parish. 


Forty Years at Gettysburg 


Dr. Karl J. Grimm, head of the Ger- 
man department of Gettysburg College 
for forty years, retired recently upon 
reaching the retirement age of seventy. 
Dr. Grimm has served Gettysburg long 
and well. He was a keen student and 
a good teacher, as so many of us who 
are now in the ministry and other walks 
of life can testify. He was graduated 
from Heidelberg University, Germany, 
and from Johns Hopkins, Baltimore. 
Most of his teaching life was spent af 
Gettysburg. Happy sunset hours to you, 
Dr. Grimm, in the land of your adop- 
tion. Dr. William Sundermeier, a mem- 
ber of the department last year, will 
be acting head of the German depart- 
ment this school year. 


The Rev. Ralph E. Baker of Gettys- 
burg was elected president of the First 
District of the Sunday Schools under 
the Adams County Council of Christian 
Education. Mr. Baker formerly served 
as pastor of the Fairfield Church, now 
served by the Rev. Emmert Colestock. 


Approximately two hundred fresh- 
men, a larger class than last year, en- 
tered Gettysburg College September 
19, after a three-day period of lectures, 
conferences and tests. 


There are seventy-one students, in- 
cluding thirty new ministerial students 
enrolled at the Seminary in Gettysburg 
for the first year of the presidency of 
Dr. A. R. Wentz. 


Flohr’s Church, the Rev. George H. 
Berkheimer pastor, made extensive 
improvements during the summer, in- 
cluding new floor to the church school 
room, work tables and chairs suitable 
for different ages of children, curtains 
for individual classrooms, and furniture 
in the sanctuary. Dr. H. D. Hoover was 
the speaker at the rededication services. 


Mt. Joy and Harney Churches, the 
Rev. Paul B. Beard pastor, observed 
the fiftieth anniversary of both build- 
ings, October 6-13. This charge was 
the home of Dr. Jacob Clutz, and the 
famous ministerial Hartman family. 


St. Paul’s, Spring Grove, the Rev. 
Ralph C. Robinson pastor, observed the 
sixtieth anniversary of the congrega- 
tion with appropriate services Septem- 
ber 15, with a sermon by M. R. Ham- 
sher, D.D., president of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod. St. Paul’s has a 
baptized membership of 733, confirmed 
515, and communing 458. There are 470 
enrolled in the Sunday school. Pastor 
Robinson has been a most effective pas- 
tor since 1934. The other pastors serv- 
ing this growing congregation have 
been: M. J. Alleman, D.D., Daniel J. 
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Houer, D.D., A. A. Parr, D.D., M. L. 
Clare, D.D., A. O. Mullen, D.D. A fine 
four-page folder was issued for the an- 
niversary, and a group picture of the 
congregation taken. 


West Penn Conference 


With the passing of the Rev. William 
H. Ehrhart, pastor emeritus of the 
Jefferson Lutheran Charge, York 
County, where he had served thirty- 
one years prior to his resignation in 
1934, the West Penn Conference lost 
one of her valued members. Mr. Ehr- 
hart died at the home of his son, the 
Rev. Kenneth S. Ehrhart, who suc- 
ceeded his father in the Jefferson Pas- 
torate six years ago. Dr. Harry B. Stock 
preached the funeral sermon, and Dr. 
M. R. Hamsher was in charge of the 
services. He was assisted by the Rev. 
M. E. Smith of New Freedom, and Paul 
D. Yoder, D.D., pastor of the Jefferson 
Reformed Charge. Interment was made 


in the Prospect Hill Cemetery, York, . 


Pa. Mr. Ehrhart was a graduate of our 
Gettysburg institutions, and served well 
over a long period of years, and his 
works do follow him. He lives on in the 
memories and lives of those for whom 
he labored and who were molded by 
his fine Christian character. 


A second death in our ministerial 
ranks occurred September 8 with the 
passing of the Rev. Henry M. Bower, 
member of the East Penn Conference, 
but who had served on the West Penn 
territory, and who was buried in Green- 
mount Cemetery, York, Pa. He was 
graduated from Gettysburg Seminary 
in 1911, and served well his generation. 


Generous donations from Harvest 
Home Services held in the churches of 
this conference are being made to 
Tressler Orphans’ Home. The spirit of 
the Christian Church is best expressed 
in its gifts, especially to the unfor- 


tunates, among whom are the children . 


who have lost parents. 


Mrs. Marshall C, Wood was re- 
elected president of the Hanover 
branch of the Women’s League of Get- 
tysburg College at the fall meeting 
held in St. Paul’s Church; Mrs. Lewis 
H. Richter, vice-president; Mrs. Clark 
W. Schue, recording secretary; Mrs. 
Mary Gemmill, corresponding secre- 
tary; Mrs. Bertha Dean, treasurer; and 
Mrs. Maurice Utz, assistant treasurer. 
The next meeting will be a tea at the 
home of Mrs. Ida Meisenhelder, with 
Mrs. Lewis H. Richter in charge. Seven 
new members were added to the 
League. Mrs. Earle K. Diehl and Mrs. 
Samuel T. Witmer were appointed dele- 
gates to the convention in Gettysburg 
in October. Mrs. Helen Schmuck 
Schaeffer’s name was placed on the 
Golden Book of memory by her hus- 
band, Clarence M. Schaeffer. 


STUDENT WORK AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


WorkK among the students of the 
Lutheran Church at the University of 
Illinois at Champaign, will this year be 
stimulated by a secretary-fellow to 
work in co-operation with Dwight P. 
Bair, D.D., who has been pastor of 
Grace Church since 1931. The Board of 
Education of the United Lutheran 
Church and the Student Service De- 


partment of the American Lutheran 


Conference have jointly appointed Mr. 
Omar Otterness of Brookings, N. D., as 
the first secretary-fellow at this im- 
portant educational center. 

Mr. Otterness attended Augustana 
College, Sioux Falls, S. D., as a fresh- 
man and sophomore. He then trans- 
ferred to the University of Illinois, from 
which he received his degree in June 
1940. During his four years of under- 
graduate work he has been on debate 
teams, and has been active in peace and 
relief committees. He has been pres- 
ident of the Luther League at Augus- 
tana, president of the Lutheran Stu- 
dent Association at Illinois, treasurer 
of the Hub Region of the Lutheran Stu- 
dent Association of America, and at- 
tended the 1940 Ashram in Estes Park. 

Students of the Lutheran Church at- 
tending the University of Illinois, so 
far as the records show, number about 
700. Of these about half come from 
congregations of the Synodical Confer- 
ence. For these students a handsome 
clubhouse is available and pastoral care 
is provided. Other major Lutheran 
bodies are represented in the student 
group as follows: the Augustana Synod 
and the United Lutheran Church, each 
about 100; the American Lutheran 
Church, 75; the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church, 40. 

The welfare of Lutheran students at 
the University of Illinois has long been 
a concern of the Church. The Home 
Mission Board of the former General 
Synod in September 1911 organized a 
congregation of thirty-one charter 
members which held services in Uni- 
versity Hall on the campus. From the 
beginning students were an important 
part of the congregational program 
which was inaugurated and stabilized 
by F. B. Heibert, D.D., pastor from 1913 
to 1925. The urgent need for years has 
been a suitable house located near the 
campus which could be the residence 
for the pastor and the home away from 
home for Lutheran students. At a uni- 
versity where other communions have 
provided unusually fine facilities for 
work among their students, the Lu- 
theran Church has lost a great oppor- 
tunity for comparable service. There 
is a concrete challenge here for some- 
one of the laity who would like to see 
his Church take its proper place at the 
University of Illinois. 
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We ebay 


for Sermons 


Freshen your point of view 
by reading what others think. 
Delve into the best of what 
is being preached in Lutheran 
pulpits. 

Read for knowledge. Read 
for inspiration. We offer you a 
vast amount of sermon ma- 
terial. 


SERMONS 


from the Epistles 


Living Messages from the Epistles. By 
DALLAS C. BAER. The first full-length 
expository sermons in the English lan- | 
guage on the Hisenach Epistle lessons. 
Two volumes. $1.85 each. 


Epistle Messages. Edited by HERMAN F. 
MILLER. Two volumes. These sermons 
have as their special appeal the fact 
that they are representative examples 
of the messages sounding forth from 
Lutheran pulpits today. Price, $1.00 a 
volume. 


Challenge of a New Day. R. E. GOLLA- } 
DAY. Extended sermon outlines on the 
regularly appointed Church Year 
Epistles. $1.75. 


from the Gospels 


An Exposition of the Gospels of the | 
Church Year. By EDMUND J. WOLF, } 
D.D. A thoroughgoing exegetical treat- | 
ment averaging about twenty pages to 
each lesson, replete with valuable | 
homiletical suggestions with sermon | 
outlines appended. 8vo. 914 pages. $2.50. 


Lectures on the Gospels. By J. A. SEISS, | 
D.D., LL.D. Two volumes. $2.50 a set. 


The Old Gospel for New Times. By DAL- | 
LAS C. BAER. Vol. I—Festival Season; | 
Vol. Ili—Trinity Season. $2.25 a volume. } 


The Kingly Christ. Sermons on the Gos- | 
pels. By G. A. GETTY, D.D. Two vol- 
umes. $2.00 a set. 

We have books of children’s | 
sermons, sermons to be preached | 
at funerals, sermons for festival | 
occasions and many others. Send 
for our supply catalog which 
gives a complete list of sermon | 


helps. 


UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 
Thirteenth and Spruce Sts., Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 


Chicago Columbia 
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THE MOUNTAINEER 
By the Rev. A. B. Leamer 


Our hearty congratulations to the 
Rev. and Mrs. Carl Robert Plack (nee 
Mary Virginia Greever) on their mar- 
riage in Columbia, S. C. They will be 
at home in Huntington, W. Va., where 
Mr. Plack is now pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church. 

The anniversary service at St. John’s 
Church, Red House, Md., was a most 
delightful occasion from every stand- 
point. The former residents, and those 
born in that area, came from near and 
far to join in the rejoicing to God for 
the work that He has done there. One 
hundred fifty years is a great span of 
time, and to be a part of a congrega- 
tion that has carried on that long and 
never wavered in its devotion to God 
is a matter that must not be passed 
over lightly. A great debt is owing 
those pioneers who settled on this 
beautiful plateau and built a beau- 
tiful temple to the worship of God. The 
surrounding congregations, that are in- 
debted to St. John’s for their begin- 
nings, had part in the services. We 
join in commending Pastor A. K. Jones 
and his people on these fine services. 


The Youth Conferences 
held within the West Virginia Synod 
and led by Pastor Kinsler of Parkers- 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, 57th Street New York, N. Y. 
Please send me booklet L-13, “A Gift that Lives’’ 
O I enclose $5 for Annual Membership 
0 T enclose $1 for subscription to The Record 
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burg and Pastor Lentz of Ashland, 
Ohio, were largely attended, and the 
interest was excellent. We believe that 
these gatherings are of great value and 
that great good can come from them 
when properly guided and yet not 
guided. Youth must have a fine pro- 
gram of devotion, but they must be led 
into discussion and the time must not 
be taken by pastors and elders. The 
questions asked must be thoughtfully 
arranged by those who know of youth 
thought and need. Out of these gather- 
ings has come the expressed desire on 
the part of the young people to hold 
their own meetings and, if that shall 
happen, it will be a worth-while result 
of this effort throughout the Church. 

Mr. L. A. Smith of Grafton, W. Va., 
is a great loss to the local congrega- 
tion, the Brotherhood and the synod. 
He was one of those laymen who gave 
his first time and thought to the church, 
and because of that had a very large 
place in our hearts and a fine influence 
upon our relations with one another. 
God surely enriches us through ac- 
quaintance with such men. 

The effort at increasing our subscrip- 
tions to THE LUTHERAN is going for- 
ward wtih success, and we believe that 
we shall place in many homes this most 
valuable Christian journal. Those of 
us who receive and read THE LUTHERAN 


THERE MUST BE NO 
BLACKOUT OF THE BIBLE 


As darkness descends on nation after na- 
tion, there remains one guiding light to 
suffering and bewildered humanity—the 
Word of God. That Light must not go out. 

With European Bible Societies no 
longer able to function as before, and 
with millions of people homeless, impris- 
oned in concentration camps, wounded 
in hospitals, the call to the American 
Bible Society to extend the solace and 
comfort of the Scriptures becomes all the 
more urgent. Let us tell you how you may 
help. 


1. Write today for “A Gift that Lives”... it 
tells how to secure regular income for life 
while helping an important Christian ministry. 

2.A contribution of $5 gives you annual mem- 
bership, including a year’s subscription to 
the Bible Society Record. 

3. $1.00 gives you The Record for a year. 
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appreciate its fine form, short articles 
and diverse information, and every 
home in the Church should have it for 
instruction, guidance and inspiration. 
There is no better published, and we 
hope that the pastors will urge sub- 
scriptions that we may have twice our 
quota and not just the small five per 
cent minimum indicated. 


THE VOICE OF CENTRAL 
ILLINOIS 


By the Rev. Edwin J. Johnson 


Tue Youth Conference as arranged 
by the United Lutheran Church for 
Capital District, was held in St. Peter’s 
Church, Arenzville, September 29, the 
Rev. K. Bruno Neumann pastor. It was 
a thrilling experience to gather with 
some 330 young people out in the coun- 
try, where St. Peter’s Church has been 


.a witness to the truth for ninety years. 


One could not help but be impressed 
with the natural setting for this confer- 
ence. Standing among the sturdy oaks 
in this fertile valley, this beautiful 
church with its high steeple pointing 
heavenward, may easily inspire the 
faithful of the countryside to say, “I 
was glad when they said unto me let us 
go into the house of the Lord.” Enter- © 
ing this sanctuary, one is further im- 
pressed with its churchly appointments, 
recently beautified for the anniversary 
occasion. It was here that we were led 
to the heights in the worship service as 
arranged in the booklet, “A Promise 
With a Privilege.’ Pastor Neumann 
conducted the service, assisted by the 
Rev. Floyd Bacon and the Rev. Charles 
Landwere. The address was given by 
O. Garfield Beckstrand, D.D., associate 
pastor of Trinity Church, Rockford, Ill. 
Dr. Beckstrand also conducted the open 
forum, which was very helpful to all. 
Of that host of young people, we feel 
constrained to believe that many were 
deeply touched by this service, and had 
vividly brought to their minds the day 
of their confirmation. Many were the 
testimonies from the young people 
present, “We are grateful for this ar- 
rangement by our Church, and we trust 
they will do it more often.” Well, that 
is gratifying, especially to a pastor, to 
know that in a day when our youth 
isn’t credited with such devotion or 
loyalty to Christ and His Church, one’s 
faith in youth is increased. 


Luther League Rally 

In connection with this Youth Con- 
ference, the Capital District also held 
its Luther League Rally. The business 
session was in charge of the president, 
William Swarbrick III, and the secre- 
tary, Miss Adele Eisenhower, both stu- 
dents at Carthage College. There were 
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sixty-five present from Carthage, many 
of whom are students at Carthage Col- 
lege. Parents, when you read this, re- 
member it speaks well for our Christian 
college. Among the business items of 
interest was the resolution that Capital 
District will entertain the Illinois Lu- 
ther League at its annual convention 
in 1941 over the Labor Day holidays. 
The home churches will be Grace and 
St. John’s in Springfield, and they will 
be given assistance by the others. The 
reason is obvious; in the past year or 
two our Illinois Luther League has 
grown by leaps and bounds, requiring 
a great host to care for them. The 
Spring Rally of Capital District League 
will be held in May 1941 in the First 
Lutheran Church, Decatur. 

The evening banquet session climaxed 
the day’s events, and was held in the 
spacious high school gym in Arenzville. 
With 306 sitting down to enjoy a good 
meal and spirited fellowship, it was a 
gathering not soon to be forgotten. Ross 
Trower, a Carthage student, was toast- 
master; Pastor Neumann proved him- 
self a versatile song leader; the invo- 
cation was given by Carlos Reichert; 
the Rev. Ray Zumstein sang two fitting 
selections; Luther League Loyalty, Our 
Love, Our Leadership and Our Liabil- 
ities were spoken of briefly by three 
Leaguers. The address of the evening, 
“The March of Youth,” was given by 
the writer. He stated: Youth Marches 
on, in Anticipation of God’s direction; 
in Dedication to service in our accepted 
calling; and in Realization of the re- 
wards through such activity in the 
kingdom of God. 

It was good to be there. Pastor Neu- 
mann, his helpmeet and the loyal folks 
of Arenzville did a noble task in mak- 
ing provision for this Conference and 
Rally. 


How Can We Hold the Youth of 

the Church? 

The question often arises, “How can 
we hold our young people after con- 
firmation?” It’s like’all problems: it 
has two sides. One side is the youth, 
the other is the congregation and its 
leadership. Our United Lutheran 
Church has taken a long step in that 
direction, when the new Youth Series 
lessons were prepared. The writer can 
testify that they are proving helpful 
for his young people who are given the 
opportunity to come from high school 
each Wednesday for an hour’s instruc- 
tion by the pastor. We are now study- 
ing “The Young Christian in Public,” 
and it has great value to our young 
people. 

One hopeful sign in all of our Chris- 
tian efforts is that no one is satisfied 
to go along and just put in time on re- 
ligious work and say that we have done 
our part. We are looking for results. 


We want better attendance at all serv- 
ices; more active participation by our 
people in the auxiliaries of the Church, 
and a real spirit of Christian living 
among our fellowmen. The more we 
can enlist our people, get them to at- 
tend conventions, conferences and ral- 
lies, the sooner will we have a people 
willing to consecrate themselves to 
Christ, because they have learned to 
love and appreciate His company 
through Christian people better than 
through associations of the world. 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD 


Tue Southern Conference of the 
Synod of the Midwest met September 
23-25 in St. John’s-St. Peter’s Parish 
near Falls City, Nebr. The opening ser- 
mon, based on Acts 2: 1-3, 37-40, was 
preached by the president, the Rev. 
H. M. Biedenweg. The service included 
the celebration of Holy Communion. 

President Biedenweg having served 
seven years, desired that another be 
elected in his place. The following are 
the present officers: the Rev. Paul 
Waldschmidt, president; the Rev. G. K. 
Wiencke, Jr., secretary; the Rev. Lorin 
Wolff, treasurer. 

Dr. E. Walter presented an exegesis 
of I Thessalonians 4, which evoked a 
lengthy discussion. Pastor A. Duis pre- 
sented a paper on “The Cup of Holy 
Communion.” This paper brought about 
a spirited exchange of opinions, yet in 
matters essential there was unanimity, 
even to the extent that we should not 
easily depart from age-old, and there- 
fore sacred customs, of the church, es- 
pecially as regards the use of the cup. 
The sentiment was overwhelmingly in 
favor of the common cup. 

Tuesday evening the service was con- 
ducted in St. John’s Church. The Rev. 
John Goemmel, who served in St. 
John’s thirty years ago, delivered the 
German sermon, and the Rev. E. C. 
Hansen an excellent English sermon. 
There was a capacity audience at St. 
Peter’s on Monday as well as at St. 
John’s on Tuesday evening. 

Congregations, especially in the coun- 
try, count it a special privilege to have 
a group of pastors meet in their midst, 
and do their utmost to show themselves 
worthy of the occasion. The women of 
St. Peter’s served dinner and supper 
Tuesday and St. John’s women served 
the dinner Wednesday. All too soon 
the days of fine fellowship came to a 
close. Devotions were conducted by 
Pastor Waldschmidt and the Rev. G. K. 
Wiencke, Sr. The new president in- 
vited the conference to meet with his 
congregation near Sterling, Nebr., next 
year, which invitation was gratefully 
accepted. 
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Welcome to Los Angeles, Calitornia 
: and to 


THE FIRST 
ENGLISH 
LUTHERAN 
«CHURCH 
3119 W. Sixth St. 


In the heart of 
the Wilshire 
district. 


Morning Worship 
11:00 A. M. 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


ALFRED L. GREWE, Pastor 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 A. M, 


MARION COLLEGE 


Accredited Junior College and High School 
in famous “blue grass’ region of Virginia. 
Liberal arts. Pre-library, Pre-nursing. Pre- 
journalism, Pre-socia) work, Education. Busi- 
ness Education, Home Economics, Music, 
Speech. Happy home and social life in at- 
mosphere of Southern culture. 67th year. 
Rates, $425.00 to $485.00. Catalogue and view- 
book.—H. J. Rhyne, Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 


Aeolian-Skinner 


ANNOUNCES 


a new design for a small 


organ for small churches. 


Full description upon request. 


AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 


Boston, Mass. 


CHURCH 
PAINTINGS 


Mural and Altar 
3) JOHN KROGMANN 


ARTIST 
Studio3 3561 W. Fullerton 


CHUGH 


EMBROIDERIES 


Bible Markers . . 
Super-Frontals 


STOLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CAPS 
BRASS GOODS—SILK FLAGS—BANNERS 
WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 


138 N. TENTH ST., PHILADELPHIA 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 
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MESSIAH » 


Our Free Catalog Saves 


j Our Missionary Unit 
| Serves Foreign Missionaries 

| FOREIGN MISSIONARIES everywhere have 
| had confidence in Wards Missionary Unit 


as the most economical source for personal 
|supplies and mission equipment of quality. 
ECRETARIES and PURCHASING AGENTS 
i of Foreign Missions find that our free 
catalog, with its 100,000 separate items, and 
our special ae prices enable them to 
save money for their stations. 
ISSION BOARDS can economize by se- 
lecting hardware. paints, plumbing goods, 
electrical supplies and similar materials from 
our catalog, for shipment abroad. 
If you wish a Montgomery Ward catalog, for 
export use only, write TODAY for a freecopy. 


MONTGOMERY WARD 
Dept. L 


Export Missionary Unit Chicago, U. S. A. 


When in SAN FRANCISCO you are 
invited to attend Services at 


ST. MARK’S 
Ev. Lutheran Church 


1135 O’FARRELL STREET 


“The Oldest Lutheran Church 
in the West.” 


WORSHIP SERVICE, 11:00 A. M. 
Rev. J. Edward Oslund, Pastor 


WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL 
VISIT 


LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 


14TH and N STREETS, N. W. 
MORNING SERVICE: 11:00 A. M. 
Carl C. Rasmussen, D.D., Pastor 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 
First Lutheran Chureh 
GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor 
SUNDAY 
SERVICES 


9:30 A. M. 
11:00 A. M. 
8:00 P. M. 
MORNING 
SERVICE 
Broadcast over 
Sta.W JAS 


» » “THE FRIENDLY CHURCH” 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts., Philadelphia 
The Rev. Ross H. Stover, D.D., LL.D., S.T.D. 


Pastor 


Sundays—9 A.M., 10 A.M., 11 A.M., 7.45 P.M. 
AMERICA’S LARGEST REGULAR MID-WEEK SERVICE 
THURSDAYS—7.30 P.M. 

(Services Broadcast over Station WDAS) 

Assistant Pastors: Rev. Arthur Foellner, Rev. John Stump 
DR. STOVER’S LITTLE BOOKLET—“‘The Man Who Swears,” 10 cents. Address the Church. 
“Pll Tell You Why I Am a Protestant,” 25 cents. Address United Lutheran Publication House. 


TO ORGANISTS AND 
CHOIRMASTERS ... 
We announce the publication of a new, dy- 
namic and colorful Christmas cantata, THE 
PRINCE OF PEACE, by Hartwig. Organists 


who have read original manuscripts are most 
enthusiastic about it—easy to produce— 
single copies, 75c. 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 
3908 Olive St. St. Louis Mo. 


PASTOR IS HONORED 


Mempers and friends of Hollywood 
Lutheran Church, Hollywood, Calif., 
tendered a reception to Dr. and Mrs. 
J. George Dorn Friday evening, Octo- 
ber 4, to commemorate the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of Dr. Dorn’s min- 
istry in the Lutheran Church. 

Congratulations, felicitations and 
good wishes were extended to Dr. and 
Mrs. Dorn by the leaders of the church 
organizations, the leaders of the U. L. 
C. A. on the West Coast, and many 
civic notables. Mr. E. G. Sandberg was 
the sparkling toastmaster. His wit and 
affable humor engendered many 
humorous remarks from the numerous 
well wishers. 

Delightful solos by Dr. Nield and 
Betty Fadden, and an anthem by the 
College Girls’ Sextette were features. 

In deep appreciation of Dr. Dorn’s 
ministry, his friends and members pre- 
sented a love offering to him. 

Delicious refreshments were served 
by the ladies of the church, terminating 
a most enjoyable and delightful eve- 
ning. A poem written by one of Dr. 
Dorn’s most revered members, Mrs. 
Margaret White, now past seventy, was 
read. E. E. ScHROEDER. 


PERSONAL 


Sister Grace Boehling was installed 
as parish deaconess of Emmanuel 
Church, New Philadelphia, Ohio, at the 
morning service September 20. Her 
work will be mainly with the young 
people and the church school. The Rey. 
Walden M. Holl is the pastor of this 
congregation. 

Sister Grace comes to New Philadel- 
phia after a year and a half of service 
with the Lutheran Charities of Detroit, 
Mich. Prior to her work with that or- 
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ganization she served in the Lutheran 
Settlement, Philadelphia, Pa. Sister 
Grace entered the Baltimore Mother- 
house in 1936 and is a member of Incar- 
nation Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., the 
Rev. Harold S. Miller pastor. 


Mr. Victor H. Evjen of Chicago has 
been appointed assistant chief of pro- 
bation of the United States Probation 
System, according to an announcement 
from the administrative office of the 
United States Courts. Mr. Evjen took 
over his new duties September 3. He 
has been affiliated with the United 
States Probation and Parole Office in 
Chicago for the past four years, and 
July 1, 1940, was called to Washington 
as acting assistant chief of probation. 

Mr. Evjen is an alumnus of Witten- 
berg College, Springfield, Ill, and en- 
gaged in graduate study at Chicago 
University’s. School of Social Service 
Administration. During his fourteen 
years in Chicago he has had wide ex- 
perience in social welfare work, having 
been affiliated with the staffs of the 
University of Chicago Settlement, Y. M. 
C. A., United Charities of Chicago, 
Illinois Emergency Relief Commission, 
and the Juvenile Court, joining the 
Federal Probation and Parole Service 
in 1936. Articles by him dealing with 
delinquency and crime have appeared 
in various professional journals. 

In his new post Mr. Evjen will assist 
the chief of probation in administering, 
standardizing, and co-ordinating the 
work of probation offices in ninety-two 
Federal courts. To these offices are 
committed the responsibilities of in- 
vestigation and supervision of more 
than 35,000 Federal probationers, 
parolees, and prisoners on conditional 
release. 


The Rev. F. M. Hanes, the capable 
pastor of Second Lutheran Church, 
Richmond, Ind., has accepted a call to 
become pastor of Grace Church, Elk- 
hart, Ind., and will take up his new 
work November 1. 


Mrs. Kate Monts of Little Mountain, 
S. C., died September 22, 1940, at the 
advanced age of one hundred two 
years. The faith that dwelt in her and " 
her loyalty to the Lutheran Church will 
live on in her three daughters who 
survive: Mrs. W. A. Counts, Mrs. J. M. 
Sease, and Mrs. W. H. Shealy, all of 
Little Mountain. 


Paul E. Scherer, D.D., began his 
twenty-first year as pastor of Holy 
Trinity Church, New York City, Sep- 
tember 8. The congregation celebrated 
his twenty years of service with a re- 
ception in the Sunday school rooms on 
the evening of October 3 and with an 
anniversary church service on the 
morning of October 6. At this service 
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Dr. Charles J. Smith, president of 
Roanoke College, Salem, Va., Dr. 
Scherer’s predecessor in this New York 
pulpit, preached the sermon. 


The Rev. Arthur E. Schmidt has re- 
signed at the Irving-Filimore Parish of 
the Illinois Synod to accept the call to 
the Lutheran Church at Forreston, IIL, 
effective October 1. 


The Rev. B. B. Uhl, recently retired 
from the active pastorate at Springfield, 
Ohio, has taken up his residence for 
the winter with Mrs. Uhl and their son, 
Albert, in St. Petersburg, Fla. Their 
address is 4059 Tangerine Avenue, St. 
Petersburg. 


The Rev. Paul O. Weimer, pastor of 
Calvary Church, Lancaster, Ohio, is the 
new president of the Lancaster-Fair- 
field County Ministerial Association. 
Mr. Weimer has served this congrega- 
tion for twelve years. 


CONGREGATIONS 


Palmyra, N. J. Another forward 
stride in the history of Bethany 
Church, Palmyra, N. J., was taken Sun- 
day, October 6, when the recently ac- 
quired pipe organ was dedicated at the 
morning service. The speaker for the 
occasion was Calvin P. Swank, D.D., 
superintendent of missions of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod, who had as 
the theme of his message, “Singing the 
Songs of God.” 

The organ was presented to the 
church by the Ladies’ Guild, the 
women’s organization of the church. 

The services of the day closed with a 
program of organ music and sacred 
selections by the church choir at the 
Vesper Service. The pastor of this con- 
gregation is the Rev. Harold Lee Rowe. 


Scranton, Pa. St. John’s Church ob- 
served the Harvest Festival with a spe- 
cial service on October 13. The bene- 
ficiary of this festival was the Orphans’ 
Home at Topton, Pa. The plate offer- 
ing was turned over to the Home for 
the purpose of purchasing sheets and 
pillow cases. 

The annual Sunday School Institute 
of the Wilkes-Barre Conference was 
held in St. John’s Church October 19. 
Judge James Henninger of Allentown 
delivered the opening address. This 
was followed by several group discus- 
sion periods covering the various de- 
partmental activities of the Sunday 
school. The institute closed with a din- 
ner meeting, which was featured by an 
address by the Rev. G. Elson Ruff, one 
of the editors of the U. L. C. A. Pub- 
lication House in Philadelphia. 

Sister Lydia Fischer of the Mary J. 
Drexel Motherhouse in Philadelphia 


visited St. John’s and addressed the 
Sunday school September 29. Sister 
Lydia is the daughter of the Rev. 
August Fischer, a former pastor of this 
congregation. She spoke of the splendid 
work being done by the Lankenau 
School for Girls in Philadelphia. 


Trinity Church of the Shanksville 
Parish, Pa., held a service of dedication 
for the new organ and gifts received. 
The Hammond electric organ was pur- 
chased with bequests by several mem- 
bers and organizations of the church. 
The pulpit, lectern, clergy pews, can- 
delabra, altar vases, and the painting 
of the Good Shepherd were memorials 
of and to the Speicher family. The 
message at The Service was brought 
by Dr. M. R. Hamsher, president of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod. The Rev. 
G. R. Groninger is pastor of this parish. 


Shepherdstown, W. Va. The rebuilt 
organ in St. Peter’s Church, Shepherds- 
town, was dedicated Sunday, Septem- 
ber 29, with impressive services. The 
church and Sunday school were filled 
almost to capacity, and the service 
proved to be a highspot in the celebra- 
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RGEISSLER.INC. 


450 SITH AAT. NEAR 10m ST. eee 


Church Eurnishin 


IN CARVED WOOD AND 
AARBLE BRASS ‘SILVER 
FABRICS + WINDOWS D 


The Improved Wright 


Rolling Canvas Curtains 


Used in See schools, chapels, etc., to di- 
vide class rooms. Easy and simple to operate. 
Sound-proof as wood partitions. Economical. 
Now in use in many churches. It is the most 


successful rolling partition obtainable. 
Large Velour Curtains a_ specialty. 


For prices, recommendations, and other 
particulars, write to 


WRIGHT & GAMBER, Lebanon, Pa. 
John G. Wright, Prop. 
“Endorsed by Leading Architects” 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 
HANGINGS - ORNAMENTS - FRINGES 
FURNISHINGS AND SUPPLIES 
Catalog Free on Request. 

The C. E. WARD CO., New London, O. 


10 W If you 


could settle all 


your problems as eas- 


problems, you 


wouldn't have a worry in the world. All you 


need to do, is to adopt the LUTHERAN MUTUAL double 
duty insurance plan. This plan is modern life insurance 


at its best. 


Ask your LUTHERAN MUTUAL agent for 


complete details of the plan, or write Department N-3 


at the home office for information. 


LUTHERAN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Home Office 


Only Legal Raters 


WAVERLY, IOWA 
Life 
Exclusively For 


Founded 1879 
Insurance Company 


Lutherans 
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“Stories of Hymns We Cour” 


INSPIRES RICHER HYMN APPRECIATION 


Loved by young and old. Timeless in spiritual beauty. So needed 
TODAY for the peace and trust and faith it gives. 


“WHISPERED BY ANGELS’’—‘‘SUNG BY HEART’’ 
—is said of the hymns treated in this book, such as “Oh, God 
Our Help in Ages Past”; “All Hail The Power of Jesus’ Name”; 
“America The Beautiful”; ““My Faith Looks Up to Thee”; “This 
is My Father’s World”; “Safe in the Arms of Jesus”, etc. Covers 
67 writers and composers. Contains 115 choice stanzas for medi- 
tation and memorizing, 38 illustrations and decorations—over 
150 subjects. Truly a work to own, enjoy and give— 


New 1940 Edition. blue leatherette binding, gold stamped, only $1.00 
Order several NOW from your church bookstore or direct. Address: 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 
Publishers of THE BOOK OF LIFE 
1018 South Wabash Ave. 


The Author 


Write TODAY for “‘Hymn 
Appreciation Plan’’ 
FREE andfull particulars 
of FUND-RAISING 
feature. 


CHOIR AND PULPIT 


GOWNS 


THE CLERICAL TAILORING CO. 
367 W. ADAMS ST. CHICAGO, ILL. 


Sui GOWNS 
Pulpit WUINGD 
Confirmation- Robes, Paraments. 
Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 


quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Il. 


Delsong & DeLong 


Formerly of Délione Burnimure 6 
1505 RACE ST, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


CRARCEL: 
Surday School Equipment €tc. 


BROWN: BORHEK CO. associates 
PLANT + BETHLEHEM * PENNA. 


@ REAL PIPE ORGAN 
at the lowest Trice ever! 


‘| 
i 


....you can 
buy the new 
one manual— 
same quality 
as in all fine 
maw I Gak S$ 
ORGANS 


WICKS 
ORGANS 


WICKS ORGAN COMPANY 
HIGHLAND - ILLINOIS — Depé. L. U. 


Dept. aT Chicago, Illinois 


tion of the 175th anniversary of the 
parish. 

Preceding the service Mr. Richard 
L. Spohn gave a brief organ recital. 
The Rev. John H, Fray, pastor of the 
church, conducted the service of re- 
dedication, and Dr. Nathan R. Melhorn, 
editor of THe LuTHERAN, preached the 
sermon, using as his text, “Neglect not 
the gift that is in thee.” He spoke feel- 
ingly of his long association with Mr. 
Harry L. Snyder on the Board of Pub- 
lication of the United Lutheran Church, 
and paid high tribute to his ability and 
service to the Church. The rebuilt or- 
gan is a memorial to the late Mr. 
Snyder. 

The organ was rebuilt by the M. P. 
Moller Company of Hagerstown, Md. 
It has a pleasing tone, many of the 
pipes in the old Hook-Hastings organ 
which served the congregation for forty 
years having been placed in the new 
instrument. The action is of the mod- 
ern electric type, and the various stops 
allow a wide and varied number of 
combinations. One of the most pleasing 
features is a set of chimes containing 
the full twenty-one notes. 


Toledo, Ohio. In a very impressive 
ceremony the cornerstone of Hope Lu- 
theran Church was laid Sunday, Sep- 
tember 8. Participating in the service 
were Pastors Frederick Lambertus, 
F. E. Strobel, D.D., George Miley, D.D., 
Karl Brenner, and M. I. Powell, D.D., 
and Mr. F. W. Brown, superintendent 
of schools, Ottawa Hills. Dr. Powell 
preached the sermon and conducted 
the service on this occasion which 
means much to this congregation. 


A CORRECTION 


In the article, ‘We Adults Have Needs,” by 
Earl S. Rudisill in the issue of THe LuTHERAN 
for September 25, paragraph two, one entire 
line was omitted from the manuscript. It should 
have read: ‘Cultural things have received at- 
tention only as basic life needs have been 
abundantly supplied. The child was discovered 
in the 1890’s, the adolescent during the first 
decade of the new century, and the adult 
during the war years.” 


THE LUTHERAN 


COMMISSION OF ADJUDICATION 


The semi-annual meeting of the Commission 
of Adjudication of the United Lutheran Church 
in America will be held at the Hotél Raleigh, 
Washington, D. C., Wednesday, November 13, at 
10.00 A. M. Gorge J. Gongaware, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The fifty-fifth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Allentown 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
will be held Thursday, November 7, in St. 
Peter’s Church, Packer and Vine Sis., Beth- 
lehem, Pa., the Rev. Corson C. Snyder pastor. 

Elizabeth C. Haller, Sec. 


The forty-fifth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Lancaster 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
will be held Thursday, Novemker 7, in Holy 
Trinity Church, Ephrata, Pa., the Rev. Paul J. 
Henry pastor. 

Sessions at 9.45 A. M. and: 2.00 P. M. An 
executive meeting at 9.15 A. M. will precede 
the convention sessions. The speakers: Ralph 
H. Long, D.D., Lutheran World Convention, 
New York, N. Y.; Miss Myrtle Wilke, mission- 
ary to South America; and a migrant worker. 

Mrs. John R. McClellan, Rec. Sec. 


The fiftieth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Philadelphia 
Conferences of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
will be held Thursday, November 14, in St. 
John’s Church, 61st and Columbia Ave., the 
Rev. Clifford E, Hays pastor. Sessions at 10.00 
A. M.,-2.00 P. M., and 8.15 P. M. Anniversary 
dinner at 6.00 P. M. Dr. E. P Pfatteicher will 
be the speaker at the morning session, Dr 
Betty Nilsson and Miss Myrtle Wilke in the 
afternoon. The anniversary pageant, “And 
They Went Forth,” will be presented in the 
evening. Leona M. Bechtold, Stat. Sec. 


CONFERENCES 


The Northern Conference of the California 
Synod will hold its convention in St. Paul’s 
Church, Fresno, Calif., the Rev. A. Schreiber 
pastor, November 12 and 13. 

A. Schreiber, Sec. 


The fall session of the East Pennsylvania 
Conference of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
will be held in St. Matthew’s Church, Broad 
and Mt. Vernon Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. the 
Rev. T. Benton Peery, S.T.D., pastor, Thursday, 
November 7. The first session will convene at 
10.30 A. M.; sessions at 2.00 and 730 P. M. 

J. F. Knittle, Sec. 


The West Pennsylvania Conference of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod will hold its third 
annual convention in St. John’s Church, Boiling 
Springs, Pa., L. A. Bush, D.D., pastor, Monday 
and Tuesday, November 18 and 19. The con- 
vention will open at 10.30 A. M., Monday, the 
18th, with The Service. The sermon will be 
preached by President Ralph R. Gresh, and the 
clerical officers will administer the Communion. 
Business and Conference sessions, Monday, 1.30 
P. M., and Tuesday, 915 A. M., and 1.30 P. M. 
Laymen’s meeting Monday at 7.45 P. M. 

H. W. Sternat, Sec. 


The forty-first semi-annual convention of the 
Chicago Conference of the Illinois Synod will 
be held in Emmanuel Church, Maywood, III., 
John M. Bramkamp, D.D., pastor, Tuesday, 
November 12. Holy Communion at 9.30 A. M. 
Afternoon session at 1.15 P. M. 

Millard H. Stiles, Sec. 


The fall conference of the Kentucky-Ten- 
nessee Synod will be held in St. Matthew’s 
Church, Paducah, Ky., the Rev. Howard Wess- 
ling pastor, November 12 and 13. Opening ses- 
sion, 7.45 P. M., November 12, with the Sacra- 
ment of the Holy Communion. 

Day B. Werts, Sec. 


The Middle Conference of the Maryland 
Synod will meet for its fall convention, Thurs- 
day, November 14, at St. Luke's Church, 
Feagyville, Md.,; the Rev. George H. Seiler pas- 
tor. The Holy Communion at 9.30 A. M. will 
mark the opening session, and the afternoon 
session will begin at 1.30 P. M. 

Herbert H. Schmidt, Sec. 


OBITUARY 
Frances A. Frazier 


wife of the Rev. Charles C. Frazier, died at the 
Nason Hospital, Roaring Spring, Pa., Septem- 
ber 30. She was admitted to the hospital the 
preceding Friday and a daughter was born on 
Monday. Both she and the baby died that 
afternoon. 

Frances Arlene Frazier was the daughter of 
the Rev. John and Maude (Landis) Weaver and 
was born in Altoona, Pa., March 2, 1913. She 
later resided in Aaronsburg, Everett, Pen- 
brook, Gettysburg, and Rebersburg, Pa. She was 
a graduate of John Harris High School and spe- 
cialized in music at the Dunmire Music School, 


ae 


November 6, 1940 


Harrisburg, Pa., while residing in Penbrook. 
She was united in marriage May 21, 1938, with 
the Rev. Charles C. Frazier, graduate ot Get- 
tysburg Seminary, class of 1938, at St. Peter’s 
Church, Rebersburg, Pa., where her father was, 
then pastor. They began housekeeping at the 
parsonage in Osterburg, where Mr. Frazier had 
been elected pastor of the St. Clairsville Charge. 
Her mother died June 2, 1938, and followmg 
that her father moved to Osterburg, but. he 
assed away July 21, this year. Besides her 
usband, a brother, the Rev. John N. Weaver, 
a nephew, her aged grandmother, Mrs. S. M. 
Landis, and several aunts and uncles survive. 

The sudden death of Mrs. Frazier came as a 
shock to the community, and the unusually 
beautiful floral gifts as well as expressions of 
sympathy to her bereaved family, attest to the 
high esteem in which she was held. 

The funeral service was held at St. Paul’s 
Church, Osterburg, October 3, at 10.00 A. M., 
in charge of the Rev. Russell P. Knobel of Bell- 
wood, Pa. Interment followed in Fairview 
Cemetery, Milheim, Pa. Os tae BF 


‘ Mrs. William A. Sadtler _ 

May McCreary Sadtler, wite of William A. 
Sadtler, D.D., retired theological professor, 
_ Selinsgrove, Pa., passed to her eternal reward 
~ the day after she had attended the funeral of 
her sister, Mrs. P. George Sieger, Lancaster, 
‘Pa. Dr. and Mrs. Sadtler accepted the invita- 
tion of their son, the Rev. William B. Sadtler, 
Boston, Mass., to accompany him to his home 
in his automobile and visit his family. As they 
were on their way, at Newington, Conn., a large 
truck pulled on to the highway from a_side 
road directly in front of the Sadtler car. Since 
the distance from the truck was not great 
enough to make it possible for Mr. Sadtler to 
stop his car, he had the alternative of running 
into the side of the truck or of trying to turn 
to the left and pass in front of it. He chose 
the latter and successfully swerved past the 
truck only to meet another car approaching 
from the opposite direction. By careful man- 
agement on the part of both drivers a head-on 
collision was averted and the cars escaped with 
minor damages. The impact caused by the 
crushing of the fenders as they passed each 
other was not eat enough to throw any of 
the occupants of the cars from their seats, but, 
when Mrs. Sadtler was spoken to, she did not 
answer, and a near-by physician who was sum- 
moned said Mrs. Sadtler had had a heart. attack 
as a result of the shock and died immediately. 

Mrs. Sadtler was born in Leechburg, Pa., a 
daughter of Hiram and Ruey Orris McCreary, 
and at the time of her death was seventy years 
old. She was an ardent church worker, reg- 
ularly attending services twice each Sunday, 
deeply interested in missions and active in 
community enterprises. She was instrumental 
in starting the collection of the Day-Dagle 
Memorial Fund for the improvement of the Day 
School for Boys, Liberia, Africa. Mrs. Sadtler 
also served on a committee of the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary of Susquehanna University and per- 
sonally collected $1,000 to be known as the 
Golden Memory Fund, the interest of which is 


used to assist one worthy young woman stu- 


dent at Susquehanna University each year. 

She is survived by two sons, the Rev. Wil- 
liam B. Sadtler, Boston, Mass., and Mr.) Robert 
Sadtler, patent attorney, Minneapolis, Minn., 
and her husband. 

The funeral service was held at the Sadtler 
home, Selinsgrove, Pa., October 6, conducted by 
her pastor, the Rev. Dallas C. Baer, who was 
assisted by the Rev. S. W. Frost. Interment 
took place in the Union Cemetery, Selinsgrove. 

Dallas C. Baer. 


MARRIED 


Schlessman-Miller. The Rev. H. Oscar Schless- 
man, Jr., Spring City, Pa., and Miss S. Virginia 
Miller, Phoenixville, Pa., were united in mar- 
riage October 21 in Zion Church, near Spring 
City, the church of which the groom is pastor. 
The Rev. William R. Seaman, S.T.D., officiated. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Ahalt, Harold A., from 7 Main St., Union 
eee Pa., to 404 Main St., Watsontown, 
a 


Beistel, D.D., Frank S., from 315 E. 13th Ave.,: 


Eugene, Ore., to 2200 Willamette St., Eugené, 


Ore. 

Chamberlin, Cherles A., from 685 E. Philadel- 
phia St., York, Pa. to 1221 Mt. Rose Ave., 
York, Pa. 

Coleman, D.D., F. L., from 24 Portland Ave., 
Ventnor, N. J., to Raiahmundry, India. 

Foreid, Theodore, from 1027 Jessie St., St. Paul, 
Minn., to 232 Aurora Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 

Frank, Charles O.. from 714 Wallace St., Van- 
dergrift, Pa., to Rebersburg, Pa. 

Goede, H. J., from 1°03 S. 25th St.. Omaha, 
Nebr., to 1310 S. 26th St., Omaha, Nebr. 

Hallock, Maynard C., from 422 Pine St., 
Tamaoua, Pa., to 109 Greenwood St., Tama- 
qua, Pa. 

Hanshew, Paul W., from Walton, Ind., to 1517 
Central Ave.. Louisville. Ky. 

Heilman, Lee W., from 2223 Carson St., S. S.. 
Pittsburch, Pa., to 1549 E. 30th St., Cleve- 
land, Ohio. : : 


Hoffman, Paul, from 15 Crosman Ave., Buffalo, 
N F 


Y., to R. F. D. 2, Lancaster, N. Y. 

Hummon, Edward E., from 4982 Oleatha St., 
Louis, Mo., to 4918 Tholozan St., St. Louis, 

o. 

Jacobi, A. G., from 47 Irvin St., Kitchener, 
Ont., Canada, to 16 John St., E., Waterloo, 
Ont., Canada. 

Kornmann, Sam H., from 1516 Hamlin St., 
N. E., Washington, D. C., to 4512 Foster 


Ave.. Broklyn, N. Y. 

Krapf, Bernard W., from 534 Fourth Ave., Had- 
don Heights, N. J., to 209 Church St., Dan- 
ville, Pa. 

Mangum, John W., from 1512 Carpenter St., 
Brunswick, Ga., to 1325 Magnolia Ave., 
Brunswick, Ga. 

Moehlmann, F. H., from Chaplain, United States 
Army, Fort Crook, Nebr., to 734 Lighthouse 
Ave., Pacific Grove, Calif. 

Rasmussen, D.D., Carl C., from 1441 Kennedy 
St., N. W., Washington, D]. C., to Theologica 
Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa. 

Rudisill, Ph.D., D.D., Earl S., from 103 Plum 
St., Greenville, Pa., to 450 W. Mt. Airy Ave., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Schorling, George J. V., from 1622 Nostrand 
Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y., to Osbornville, N. o. 

Sopko, James, from 315 Lincoln St., Waterloo. 
Iowa, to 517 Argyle St., Waterloo, Iowa. 

Sox, Samuel L., trom 2616 27th St., Hickory, 
N. C., to 339 Ashe St., Greensboro, N. C. 

Spees, Erwin S., from 3929 Regent Ave., Nor- 
wood, Ohio, to Room 509, 1228 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sprock, John H., from 88 Klaum Ave., North 
Tonawanda, N. Y., to 3400 Wayne Ave., Ap.. 
14-D, New York, N. Y. 

Stolldorf, H. C., from 1913 Vinton St., La- 
avout Ind., to 626 N. Ninth St., LaFayette, 
nd. 

Wahi, J. William, from 3535 Hoiles Ave., Toledo, 
Ohio, to 2742 Monroe St., Toledo, Ohio. 

Zieber, Elmer E., from 10 Allen St., Halifax, 


Nova Scotia, to 7301 Germantown Ave., Grad- 
uate Hall, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Who would be 


MISSED 


more than 


MOTHER’? 


What would happen to your tamily if 
mother were gone? The misiortune en- 
dured when a young family loses mother 
is not a situation we like to consider. But 
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Wittsi£ hand-tailored 

Gowns give better ap- 
pearance, wear long- 
er. Yet they cost no 
more than ordinary 
gowns. Write today 
for sample and prices. 


Paul A. Willsie Co. 
457 W. Fort Street, 
Detroit, Mich.; Smith 
Bldg., Omaha, Nebr. 


HAVE A * 


HOLMAN BIBLE” 


There’s a feeling of pride in a Bible 
made by Holman. For four genera- 
tions this Philadelphia publisher has 
been printing and binding Bibles, 
authorized version. There is extra 
long life in the specially tanned 
leather and Holman-formula glue and 
sizing. Dictionary and special helps. 
Own a Holman, give a Holman Bible 
when next you buy a birthday or 
Christmas gift. Large variety of sizes. 
At your bookseller. A. J. Holman Co., 
1224 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


isn't it better to face that possibility rather than turn aside from it and do nothing 


to help those who will be left behind? 


Few families can afford an additional expense of $1000 or more. Every mother 


can help her husband and her children meet the greatest loss they could suffer. 
Money cannot compensate for the loss of a dear one but it can remove the financial 


worry. 


Every mother should consider what her death would mean to her ‘amily and to 
find a way of making that difficult time as easy as possible financially. A life insur- 


ance policy will provide the way. 


And for herself if she lives, mother will have a cash value on her policy 


which will prove useful in later years. 


Write Today To 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 


LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE FOR LUTHERANS 


MINNEAPOLIS 


HERMAN L. EKERN, President 


MINNESOTA 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD, Lega! Reserve Life Insurance 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


I am interested in Life |nsurance Protection tor myself. Please send information. 


NAMES ...c.oe-ccccess Pelvelteaaintecie aidaltie.elste 


ADDRESS: ........- 


seer eseeee ee 


AGE:... 
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Your Gift q 
for the ALTAR 


Christmas is giving time. You give gifts 


to your friends, to your family, to your 
neighbors. But what about your church? 


Why not give your church a Christmas 


gift, too? 
What : Whether you give as an individual or as 
Candlesticks a congregation, you will want your gift 

to be something fine, something out- 
Sh all standing that will make your church a 
more beautiful place in which to 
worship. 


But, you query, what shall we give? 
Well, there are a great many things. You 
might give a shining brass altar vase. 
You might give a fine, sturdy pair of 
candlesticks. Or, you might give an altar 
desk. Oh, there are any number of things 
you might give. 

We have a wide variety of altar brass 
ware from which to choose. Send for 
our catalog containing illustrations and 


descriptions of this. The catalog also 


lists prices. 


Altar Vases 


Plan now for Christmas giving! 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


THIRTEENTH AND SPRUCE STREETS, PHILADELPHIA 
Chicago Columbia Pittsburgh 


